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£ Thi Peck. 
A the ſad: \Confulrdtv 


of \ the:\too' great \and 

[general FA of Srions Reli- 
gion among” a Crowd: of Pre- 
| tenders to it, | (Which 1. think, 
|the enſuing Diſcourſ ſes if pras 
{ically digeſted, might lead and 
| belp. in ſome meaſure :to cure) 
lws the chief thmg which fir5b 
ag'd me in the choice of this 
Subject, and is that which in- 
| dntes me now to-Publiſhit ; ſo 
Þ am not inſenfible that the Yery 
T_—_ Whichat bears, 4s'tnough 
A 2 to 


Et 


The Preface. 
to expoſe it to the Ignorance * 
of fooliſh men, and to draw J 


the ſevereſt cen ſure upon that 
Thich might more naturally cons Þ , 


thi ing 


- ciples and Courſes, that the ? 


duce to their convittion, Mul- ? 
titudes of perſons are ſo ſtrong- | 
ty prejudic't againſt every | 
this kind , Which | 
thwarts their ens Prin- © 


# 


is 
7 
i 
| 
14 
] 
1) 
> 
F 
| 


meer fight or ſound of the | 


Name, will raiſe their indig- | 
nation, and blow up that wrath : 
of man Which does too powers | « 
fully obſtruf the working of 7 
the Righteouſneſs of God. : 
But I calmly expe the \ 
caſting of flouds out of! 
ſuch Mouths, when 1 conſi-\ 


F der," 


—_ 


| The Preface. 
| der, that the principal Myſte- 
] ries of the Goſpel have been as 
ill treated, as any thing that 1 
havye written bere, can be ; 
1 Who does not know that the Do- 
| Frine of Regeneration and the 
 Newbirth, (which is repre» 


; ſented by the Holy Ghoſt, as 
7 'ofte -of the Glorious things Plal Sn 
| ſpoken of the City of God) *© 


| bath been _ the matter of 


| Derifion, and cavill d at in a 


' worſe manner now, than it was 
| by Nicodemus heretofore ? 


- } And therefore if any of the 


| Reproaches of Chriſt do 


fall upon theſe Limes, I ſhall 


F not onely reſt ſatisfied m it as 


: that Which I look't for, but 


A 3 account 


The Phefice. 


acconht -it - a greater mark of | 


Honour and Reputation, than 
the moſt _ favourable Sentence 
from ſuth corrupt and (pattial 
Tudges world be. 


Nevertheleſs 1 venture- to | 


fay," that T- hope better: things 


from ſome, particularly from 


theſe, who firſt btard,; and af- 


ter wards approvid what is -bert. | 
offer d "ts common view ; and: | 


1 hope i indeetl \the mbre, the 
leſs this performance 1s adapted 


to pleaſe the " fihews'" of rhe | 


Wantonly cnrioxs.” * My" ſincere | 


deſien in this,” was the ſame 


which'T truſt I ſhall ever pur- | 
ſue in' my whole "Miniſterial | 
Work ; ' viz, "To coftnmend | 


_ 


| reabify, fo I-wonld make'it the 


| the preſent Age, it: might per- 


; 
| 


| have been'here peculiarly exer- 


profited none { The: ſayings of 
1 Heathen Orators and Philo+ 


- The Preface. 
my ſelf to:every ones Cony 2 Cor. 


kitnos inthe {tghr ot. God) + * 
«4s that 45.the: foryly which T 


cis'd about, and indeavanrid.to 


| ſoles drÞiten of .\ what -Þ Dave | 
| done, :and ;readily.abide.by its 
diterminatinn: if 1 bad taken 
| Goſe methods in, the Compaſure, 
1 which. fait with: the: Genius: of 


baps have pleaſed ia» few upon 
that.,. ſcore :but\ would (have 


ſophers feem. to carry more 
authority-Ivith- many, 'thdn what 
| clan be urg d ont» of »the Pro\ 
A 4 phets, 


- 


- 
Ce eee oct 
% 


Phe Preface: 
TW and Apoſtles ; but how | 
larle reforming . ef) ficacy thoſe 
fragments of 'the Law of Na» 
ture bave in compariſon of the | 
Ditates of Scripture, the con- 
verfations'of theſe men for the 
moſt part do ſufficiently ſpeak. | 
© And I take leave to add' for 
the quickning of thoſe that make 
better Profeſfuon, "mto whoſe 
hands Providence may"caft this | 
Book, that if it ſhould not at- | 
tain that end of doing good, 
which I have frames it to ſerve, 
it will beſides my intention, bave | 
the quite contrary effeft of do- ? 
ing evil :- As every word of \* 
God ſhall certamly accompliſh \! 
Jomething or | other, to our ad- | 
vantage | 


— Dd. ni... ie. is. - i” 


Kt *” aw. 


The Preface. 


vantage or our burt ; the like 


[9 be ſaid. of all Writings 


"his nature too ; if 4 care- 
Fo and diligent improvement be 
made, it may give. occaſion of 


everlaſting praiſe and thankful- 


Ineſs in Heaven ; but if after 
14 ſleight and curfory peruſal, 


any ſhould imagine that the 
work is done, and the purpoſe 


Janſwer'd, without the leaſt re- 
I/folution form'd, or endeavour 
Ius'd, to regulate their future 

praffice, it will tend to ag gra- 


vate the torment of ſelj-reflex- 


Tons in Hell, I humbly ins 


|ereat therefore every. one, as 1 


|ſolemnh charge my ſelf, to. look 
has theſe things not as Noti-- 
A 5 ons 


L 
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'The Preface. 
ons to. be onely \lodg'd in the 1 
Mind, bat as Rules to be obs | 
ferved in the Life 5 ſeconding ' 
this Imqun&tion and Requeſt 
with my hearty Prayers. to. the | 
God of all Grace, that ſuch | 
lively impreſſtons of the follow- | 
ing Truths may be made wpon | 
the Hearts both - of | Aiithor, | = 
; 
| 


and Readers, as effetually to 
prevent their riſl ing up 
Judgment againſt the one or | 
the other. 


May 4 1691. 
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2 Kin. 22. 19. firſt clauſe; 
1 Becauſe thy © Heart was tens 


H E-' Excellent Perſon 
Fo: whom theſes words con- 

/ CEFA 5 : WAS ONE; of the 
y Bof the Kings of Ju4ab,i and 
EF, the-zovngeſt whoever: ſat upon 

Ro Thrones: being; but eight 
Ears 


bk 


"2 


Ver. I, 


= 


1 Kings 
L:3- 2, 


2 Ghro, 
34+ 3» 


- zKings Nothing: remarkable had been | 
12.5 done fince-the dayes of Jebooh j 


and Judah were firſt divided, he vi 


- Prince that ſhould be a zealous | 
"Reformer, "In the eighth year K 


Duty and Bleſſing 
years old, when he began to þ 
Reign. God had much work 
for him to do, and therefore F 
brought him. tothe Government &#h 
betimes. About three hundred v 
years before, (as ſome compute) 
ever in the dayes of Feroboarr, 
when the Kingdams of I//rae/ L 


—— Fo - = 


was, fpoken . of "by name, as a | 


of his Reign, (and. fixteenth of X 
his Life) he gave manifeſt proofs ' 
of bis. e:quiring early. after.'Gadi; 
and in the twelfth year of his 
Reign, he vigorouſly ſeg, about 
the purging of the Land, and 
abohſhing of Idols. When, he *: 
came to his eighteenth year,.; he 
applyed-himſelf to the repairin 

of the Temple, in which wor 


of a Tender Conſcience. 
He now ſends his principal Offi- 
, Teers of State to Filkzab the High- 
> Prieſt, with neceflary orders for 
; Shis purpoſe, and while they 
| Svho-had the overſight of this 
) Þffair were ſearching among the 
 Ruines, the Original Book of the ver. 8: 
' Law written by Moſes was Pro- 
| Fidentially found. 
3 It 1s very - probable, that ſome 

the preceding ldglatrous 
ings had ſought to burn all the 
| Lopres of the Law they could 

meet with 5 and therefore that 

Which God had ordered: to: be 
laid up in the: fide of the Ark, Det. 31-1 
might be taken thence in thoſe 2* 
perſecuting times by ſome faith- 
I Prieſts, and hid in a more ſe- 

2t place for the uſe of Poſte 
Fity. This valuable Treaſure, 
Which had been loſt, a great 
While, being now ſeaſonably re- 
coverd, and- brought to: light; 


WAas- 


A — 
; 


ver, II, 


The Duty and Bleſſung . 


was delivered , to Jeſtah,.. who * 
upon the reading of it, immedi- | 


ately rent. his cleathes : (which 
was. the outward expreſlion of' 


an - extraordinary inward; ;com- 


motion ,) ,, Some tranſerjpts, or 
at leaſt ſome. broke# pieces of this 


Sacred Volume, 'tis- likely had? 
been preſerv'd,” and cothe to, his {; 
view before, | or. cle; he would? 


have ſcarcely. done ſo much; and; 
gone ſo far as he. did 5, but he! 


was {track with reverence to this! 


Lev. 26, 
Deut, 28. 


molt Authentick. Book, and per-/ 
haps wrought upon the more by! 
thoſe affeting paſſages, whetein 
gy is ſo. ſeverely threaten-! 
ptr | | 
Huldah the Propheteſs is here-3 
upon conſulted, what would be! 
the belt; courſe” to prevent, the 
udgment written 5, 'ang.-the-tea- 


be intimated in thoſe words ;; 


Kol 


»z 


of a Tender Conſcience: 5 


| 8 ſhe, dwelt . in Feraſalem in ye, 1, 


[i 


he Colledge. The King was ve- 
Fy carne(t and impatient ,to be 


Jatisfed in the matter, and ſhe 


as near at hand ; whereas Je- 
$emiah,. though he enterd upon J©* + # 
His Office five ;years before, was, 
It may be, in ſome remoter part 
pf Judah, and poſhibly, he con- 
Ziaued yet at Anathoth, his Na- 
ive Town, where we read, that 


e Propheſyed, till they ſought ©-11- 21- 


Þs life. 


The Anſwer which Buldab 
Jent back, referr'd partly to the 
People, and partly to Foſtab 
imſel 1. To the People of 
the Land ; letting them know, 
hat they ſhould fall under the ve": 15. 


Talamities which God had de- is 29s 


Nmounced in his Law, becauſe of 


Fheir former open Provocations, 


and their preſent feigned Re: 


entance z for eyennow, though 


they 


jer.3.10, Governour , they. returned notÞ, 


he being of another Spirzt, very: 


The Duty and Bleſſnig 


they were animated by a pious 


mito God with ther whole hearts. 
2. What related to the King, 
was more comfortable and en-% 
couraging'zs (as will appear m4; 
the progreſs of this Diſcourſe 3): 


differing from his degenerate; 
SubjeRs ; which 1s here ſet forthF,, 
at the very beaming of that}, 
part of the Meſlage, Becauſe thy 
Heart was Tender, &c. | 
That by- the Heart in this 
place, the Conſcience is eſpecially; 
meant, is too plain to rſeed'any4 
laborious proof, and therefore 
the promiſcuous uſe of thoſe 
words will require no ſtudied} 
Apology. The Scripture does} 
abundantly juſtify ſuch an in-; 
terpretation 3 as to which, twoy 
inſtances. onely {hall be given 
Solomon. told: Shimes, that he knew. 


all 


of a Tender Conſcience. 


David his father 5 3. e: his Con- 
ſcience could not © but witneſs 
zeainſt him, the Curſes and Re- 
F11ings which his Month had ut- 

erd.' So the Beloved Apoſtle 


ec underſtood of the Judgment 
zhich Conſcience paſſes, either 
For, or againſt us. 


is The main Do&rinal Obferve- OB. 


Lon which th&words offer to us, 
eart ir ſuch a frame and diſpo- 
**Ftion, us God highly approves and 


4 In handling which, I propofe 
is Method, To (hew 


I. What 


& this, that Holy Tenderneſs of 


7 


Ul the wickedneſs which his heart : Kings 
$145 privy to, which he did 16% 44 


n 

) 

) Jpeaks of the Heart condemming, 1 Joh. 2, 
' nd rot condemning ; which muſt 29 21: 


The Duty and Bleſſmg 


What are the Counterfeits 
of it. 

What is cherrue Principle up- | 
on which 'tis founded. 


Ents. 

What are: the' Means which 
help towards it. 1 /. 

What are tis Tokens and | 
Evidences ay it: is diſco- | 
verd. TI | 

Wherein does is Pleaſingnefs 
to God appear. 21 . 

Why does it find ſuch Accept- 
ance with.-him, - 

Apply: ter" 


' 


What are its proper 'Ingredi- | 


F; ir#t, To ſhew, what irexbe 


hi 


deceiving Counterſeits of this {th 
bleſſed frame. ' There are Ima- jto 
ges of two. kinds, which the |by 
Devil ſets up in the room of it : 
{n ſhaping the one he comes very 


ſort, 


he 
f 


. 


bf a Tender Conſcience. 
ſhort, 1n the other the ſtrives, - as 
it were, -to' exceed the real Chri- 
ſtian- Temper, Sometimes it 1s 
farunk. below 'its' due 'and necef- 
ſary proportion, at other times 


{it is ſtretcht too far. On both 


hands the Errour is miſchievous, 
but eſpecially''that which con- 
fiſts in DefeF. i & 07% 


Firſt, Men-may be too ofren 
deluded with - Counterfeits / of 


jthis Grace, which do not: cot 
Jp tot he-trith of 12." As inthe 
 Jfollowing particulars. HER 


There 4s' a | ſoftneſs of Conſti- 


Iution which is ſometimes miſta- 
ken for .holy Tenderneſs 3 and 


his ſhews-it ſeIF two way cs, -et- 


; {ther by a compalſtionate regard 
-ſto the miſcries and diltrefles, or 
Iby a forward compliance with 
: the ſuggeſtions and perſwaſions 
r of others. 


1, There 


= - —— - 


10 The Duty and Bleſſmg 
1. There is a common pity } 
and compaſſion, with reſpe& to | 
the calamities of other perſons, | 
which may ſometimes in a more |. 
than ordinary meaſure break 
forth from the unſandified, All]! 
wicked men are not ſuch Nabal-, - 
as to be ſtript of Humanity ; 
and Humanity in an eminent de- 
 gree does too often paſs for Chri- 
ftianity, with thoſe who diſcer 
not between things that differ] 
Multitudes put on "Bowels* te 3 
them that are'in diſtreſs, whoſ y 
Hearts do ſtill remain &s « fond}.; 
in the matters of God, - and theig 
own Salvation 3 they are great 
ly affeted with the fight of ſuf 
fering objes, and yet their ſe 
is never before them 5 they ar! 
preſently toucht with the feelir q 
of anothers infirmities, but har” 
den'd againſt the ſenſe of the! 
own pollutions. Pharaohs Daughte! 
whelſ*P 


- 


n 


| 


of a Tender Conſcience, - 11 


when ſhe ſaw Moſes in the flags, 
{though ſhe concluded him to be 
ne of the Hebrew Children, was 
"Imoved with pity towards him ; 
;Jand yet we cannot argue from 
'Ithence, that the "Plague of her 
"I Heart was bead, any more than 
Yher Fathers. 
.14 2. There is a readineſs of com- 
Iplyance with' what others ſuggeſt 
and perſwade us to, which ſome 
'Iperſons may miſcall Tenderneſs. 
-ISuch eaſe tempers are to be 
found in the World, that melt 
« Alike Wax to every flame, and 
"Jare prepar'd to receive the im- 
ſſ1on of every Seal, All Sin- 
rs are not equally refraQory 
nd ſtubborn 3 but ſome will 
"Nend an attentive Ear to ſerious 
'Jadmonitions, and juſt when they 
" Jare inſiruFed, will - ſwrite _=_ 
"Itheir thigh, but theſe promiſing 
_Jappearances come to nothing. 
They 


Ex, 2: 6+ 


Iz 


x Sam, 
24. 16, 
| wath 26. 
' 


Jer, 38«5. 


The Duty, and Bleſſing | 
They ſeem flexibleto good, ': but #/ 
they will not ſiard bent towards F 
It z they will give their conſent ]- 
to holy motions / for the. preſet,” $N 


but when'the: next- Temptation: 
comes, that conſentis withdrawr 
and revok't 3 as Sal ſeem'd to Þ1 
be convinc't of the Innocence of Fe! 
David ſometimes, and. yet ſoon Fh 
after purſued him as a Traitour. Þ | 
Theſe very men that arebrought Ff1 
over with ſo little pains to juſti- Fo 
fie Religion, are alſo carried a- $0 
way as eaſily by others to pra- f/# 
iſe contrary to it; 'they whom RE 
we think ſo -much inclin'd to fe 


Field to God, are as forward to fit! 


give place to the Devil ; if they Wy 
be apt to hearken to the dictates Fac 
of 'Chriftian- Friends, ' they are Jou 
as prone to walk: 31 the counſels fne 
of the Ongodly, If Zedekiahs Fac 
Princes will have 'the 'Prophe et 
Jeremy put to death,” He wy its 
Fhe 


of a Tender Conſcience. . 13 


$e man that can do any thing a- 
inſt them,” | 
"There is a formal Humiliation 2, 
nder the- threatening. or ' proſ- 

- yet of ' approaching raine,” which 

-fommon 'beholders are aptto 

\ ink better of than it deſerves; 

feing ſhort of that Tenderneſs 

; Shich the Holy Ghoſt does aim 

| here, When Ahab heard the 

e Errible things, which Eljah 


onounc't againſt him and his 
ouſe, he faſted, and lay in ſack- " Kings 
- bth, aud went ſoftly 3 4. e. after 7 
E manner- of deep Mourners, 
hoſe -Spirits are mightily ſeiz'd 
ith the loſs which they bewall. 
ny one: who" ſaw - that King of 
-s Fael in this. afflicted poſture , 
e fould have been ready to ima- 
1; Jne, that the Rock wag - really 
bs ack, and: that theſe were fpuits 
ebeet for Repentancez - for God 
ot ts the caſe to the very Pro- 
he phet, 


14 


ver. 29. P 


PC. 65. 3, 


Job 41. 


ſweet in their mouths, and fate 1} 


The Duty and Bleſfing | 
het, ſceſt thou. how. Ahab' bum- 
bleth himſelf And yet the. ſta-| 
tutes of Omri were kept (till, and 
none of the fins were indeed 
forſaken, for which all that for- 
row was pretended. Some: are 
ſo afraid at Gods tokens, that 
they inſtantly fall at bis feet, and 
lye in the duſt before him 3 and} 
if there be any wickedneſs. # 
their hands, they will put it a 
way from thence, but (till it 1 


their boſomes. They that pal 
to and fro on the great Waters 
though little acquainted wit 
Religion at other times; may bj 
quicken'd by danger to ſome | 
thing of Devotion, and to ſee} '* 
neceſlity of cleanſing from the ja 
fins : By reaſon of breakings (0 { 
furious agitations of the Seaj ! 
they purifie themſelves, | le 
nd 


[ 


| of a Tender Conſcience. 
here is a meer /egal broken- 
;,, Which is the effect of (er- 


'5 
"o 


angelical Tenderneſs is quite a- 
ther thing. Some when they 
r, or think of the words of 

Carſe, and conſider how 
adful it is to fallintothe hands 
God, and to fall under the 
ath to- come, and yet how 
pothble it is in their preſent 


A: 
of Ig 5 from the Law they have 


urſe and condition to eſcape 
they are caſt into fits of trem- 


e knowledge of ſin 1t (elt, and 


" the diſmal conſequences of it; 


id | 


.f bd when they look within,they 
1 lainly apprehend that thejr own 
- 4 dſe is infinitely hazardous, and 
A |: more for. Wrath, than for 
" Tonſcience ſake, (in grows a lit- 

[le into diſlike, only under the 


| notiou 
cit 


14 


ver. 29% 


PC. 65. 3, 


Job 41. 
250 


The Duty and Bleſfing | 
phet, ſceſ# thou. how: Ahab" bn 
bleth himſelf * And yet the. 
tutes of Omri were kept (till, a 
none of the fins were indet 
forſaken, for which all that ſq 
row was pretetided. Some: a 
ſo afraid #t Gods tokens, th 
they inſtantly fall at his feet, af 
lye in the duſt before him; at 
if there be any wickedneſs. 
their hands, they will put it | 
way from thence, but (till it; 


ſweet in their mouths, and fate: 


their boſomes. They that pt 
to and fro on the great Wate 
though little acquainted wii 
Religion at other times, may | 
quicken'd by danger to ſom 
thing of Devotion, and to ſee 


neceſlity of cleanſing from the 


fins : By reaſoy of breakings (c 
furious agitations of the Sea 
they purifie themſelves, 


Thel | 


of a Tender Conſcience. 


There is a meer /egal broken- 
eſs, which is the effe&t of ſer- 
vile horrour, and a Spirit of 
bondage, whereby men may be 


_ deceivd and imposd upon ; but 


Evangelical Tenderneſs is quite a- 


- nother thing. Some when they 


hear, or think of the words of 
this Carſe, and conſider how 
dreadful it is to fall intothe hands 
of God, and to fall under the 
wrath to- come, and yet how 
impofhlible jit is in their preſent 
courſe and' condition to eſcape 
it, they are caſt into fits of trem- 
bling ; from the Law they have 
the knowledge of fin it ſelf, and 
of the diſmal conſequences of itz 
and when they look within,they 
plainly apprehend that their own 
caſe is infinitely hazardous, and 
ſo more for. Wrath, than for 
Conſcience ſake, (10 grows a lit- 


Jtle into diflike, only under the 
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notion of a pernicious formda-- | 


ble evil. It is probable enough | 


that Felix had not been moved 
'by Paul's reaſoning of IRighte- | 


ouſneſs and Temperance , it the | 
Apoſtle had not- inſerted that | 


pungent Diſcourſe. of 'a Jndg- 


rent to come ; this gave an edge | 
to the other parts of the Ser- | 
mon, and cut the Spirit of the | 
Governour, but i was heal'd ' 
again too quickly after, When | 


men are di/jolyd by fuch Argu- 


ments meerly, their hardneſs 3s | 
not cur'd 5 the work of the Law | 
1s ordinarily neceſſary in fome | 
meaſure by way of Introducti- | 


on, but of it ſelf it is not ſuffi- 


cient 3 the chief motives of the 


Goſpel, which muſt perfe& the] 


change, are of another ſort. 


There may be a cantiovs ſhun -| 
ing of {ome (10s, joyn'd with aj 
confident ruſhing - upon others , 

which 


£ 
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which. is no better than a, ſhew 

of Tenderneſs ; for that which is 

tree, 1s univerſal. . Our Saviour 

reprov'd the Phariſces, for ſirazn- ,,.. 

ing at' a Gnas, | and. ſwallowing @ 24. 

Camel; there 1s tndeed-a 'double 

evil 16 this. 2..{t is a; fign-of 

real Hypeeriſſe in the perſons 

themſelves, 2: It tempts other 

men to think that a fehgion ts 

fo. This was frequent arnong 

the' Jews 5 they would quietly 

omit the weightier matters of the 

Lay. and rigorouſly infilt upon , 

3 the /effer. They would not ne- 

7 glect the paying of Tihes for 

-3 the ſrrabeſt Herbs tn their own 

-S Gardens, 'and yet could devour 

ef Vidows houſes without remorle, 

They exclaim'd againſt the Diſ- 

| ciples for gatbering a few ears of 

| corn on the Saboath day, when 

aj their whole Religion. ran up in- ___. 

| to the barren ſtalk and empty /<) * 
B 2 blade [ CANT. | 
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blade,of an external Profeſlion. 
They thought it a crime not to 


.. garniſh the Tombs of the "Pro- 


C. 27. 6s 


phets, and yet counted it none 


to kill the Lord of Life, They 


boggled not at the giving of 


Money to betray innocent *Bloud, 


but were againſt the receiving of 1 


it, when the deſperate wretch 
whom they had hird, came and 


threw it back. So, Herod was | 


very ſhy of violating his Oathto 


a laſcivious Darmſel, but too re- * 
ſolute in the beheading of a juſt 1 


214n and awboly. Nay, the Ser- 
vants of God alſo have been 
ſometimes too remiſs and fault 

in this point, which hath ble- 
miſht them more than any thing 


befides. Bathſhebah took care to : 
purifie her ſelf from a Ceremonial || 
wncleanneſs, and yet did not ſtart Ji 


at a Moral poliution, Yea, it 


would have been wel), if Davzas 
heart | 
| 


_ —— 


of a Tender Conſcience, 


heart had ſmote him a(loon after 
his Adultery. and Murder, as it 


'9 


1 Sam, 
24- 5» 


did after the cutting of Sanls 2 Sam. 
skirt, and his mumbering of the ** © 


people. , 
There may be a ſtri& forbear- 


1 ance of the. viſible. and open as 
$ of (in, and yet no ſuch tender- 


neſs wrought in. the' Heart, as 


3 there ought to be. Common 
reſtraints, or the care of a Mans 


Y 
; 


Reputation or Worldly Intereſt, 
may influence him to this, and 
yet he may not have the leaſt 
tinture of godly fear, Whoſo- 
ever does ſecretly harbour in, 
he hath the ſpot of the Devils 
Children, though he do not pub- 
lickly commit it 3 as {fachel, 


{ when ſhe /at upon the Images to 


conceal them, was ſcarcely more 


innocent, than if ſhe had been 
| making a {eligiozs uſe of them. 


If the Church could not bave 
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"The Duty and Bleſſing 
purg'd her (elf from that guilt 
which God will - ſearch ont, as 


well as' from that which men * 


might perceive;* the -profeſiion 
of her uprightneſs might have | 
been ealily contradifed ; but as | 
. their ſizps hed” 104 declined from- | 
Gords way, '{o- their 'hearks' were | 
yot thrned” bach, ' Counterfeit 
tenderneſs looks no further than | 
the regulating and farming of } 
the outward ations. according. | 
to the Word of +God, while-the J 
inward thoughts and: affeQions | 
are permitted to take their owrl | 
unbridled courſe. The remem: | 
brance of (in is pleaſant to ſi:ch, | 
though the pradZzee be uneaſy 3 
they row! it winder their Tongue, 
- though they dare not. bring it | 
forth 3 "they avoid (it may be) 4 
the ſtainirig of '*their Connerſati-'| 
0175, but regard not the -dehiling | 
of. their Corſciences, _ For the | 
attrontirg | 
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of a Tender. Gonſcience. 


affroming and dithonouring of 


3 God is not ſo. much to them, as 
| the. blaſting or diminiſhing 'of 


J their own good' name: . 


Secondly, It is poſhble that 


4 men. may; be cheated and de- 
eciv'd by Satan, under the pre- 
z tence of necef{lary tenderneſs , 


with thoſe things. on. the other 


I band, which are .carried beyond 
1 all juſt and reaſonable bounds, 
1 As-particylarly, 

7 -» Thistenderneſs which the Spi- 
| rit of /God commends, 1s not .an 
1 affe@ation of being righteous 0+ 
| vermuch ; I mean, of exceeding 


the Commands of God, and . a 


; pretending- to greater ſtrictneſs + 
z than 1s enjoynd. This 1s gene= 
| rally of very miſchievous conſe- 
1 quence; from one extream, men 
! ſoon run to another, from + 
1 commanded ſeerities, to forbid- 
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the Precept farther - than God 


den licentionſneſs : They ſerew np | 


defign'd it, and inſtead of keep- | 


ing it. at that height, they noto- 
riouſ]y break it. When men fa- 
ten their own additions to the 


Word, and think to be Religi- 
ous above what is written, the 


Devil hath the greateſt advan- 


tage of thruſting them down in- | 


to Prophaneneſls. Duty is to | 
 bedone with all owr might, but : 


the declared will of God is the ' 


meaſure and ſtandard of Duty. 


If we enlarge our own task, and | 
#ncreaſe our own burden, that's | 


the way to neglect and ſhake off | 
all. We ſhould therefore ſee | 


that we do not make Dutics or 


Sins, where God hath made | 


rone, leſt we come to reckon | 


thoſe things as #o Dutics or Sins, 
which are truly ſo. 


2, It 4 


f 
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of a Tender Conſcience. 


It is not a troubling or tor- 
menting of - our ſelves with fri- 
volows and - groundleſs Seruples, 
and fo living in melancholly 


bondage all our dayes. This - 


may be indeed an indication of 
Grace, but yet 'tis an Infirmity, 
like the tenderneſs of Leahs eyes, 
and makes the Soul to refuſe that 


- | comfort and ſatisfaction, which 


4.3. ou... &. ret 


ti 


{ it ought to receive, At this rate, 
| Conſcience mult alwayes be re- 


moved far from. Peace, and eve- 


| ry trifle, yea every nothing, 
| will give us as: much diſturbance, 
1 as the molt terrifying reality. 


Fearing to offend, where no rea- 


1 ſor: of fear 3s, mult needs be ac- 


counted rather an inſtance of 


| weakneſs, than perfetion, *Pe- 
| ter had a rebuke for calling that ,q... 
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wnclean, which God: hadicleanſed ;, 1s, 


t and no man 1s to be commend- 
ed for the puzzling and perplex- 


B 5 ig: 
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| | 10g of bimſclt, when the caſe 5s 
W | fo plain, that ftis. onely his ow 


- . ee ere ND - 


i tes oe... CI RA 22 ot orgs 


% a” 
0064 ITERI— 7 


m—_ --” _ 
Y "x Aa ——_ 4 dn > Vo 4 


for a! 


30 


perplexity which obſcures it. What 
is. this, but to ſiumble por caver 
ground, or chuſe-to walk. in pain, 
like- the. Traveller with a: Stoge 
19-his Shoge, -when he ought ra- 
ther. to {it down, and endeavour 
the takiog of it out ?. God does| 
no., where. put. us upon flying 
from ſhaken leaves, or turning! 
& | innocent things into.. grievirg 
thorns, and piercing. ſwords ;,_ he 
that does ſo, imbitters .his. Life! 
þ through his. own. folly. 
I: man may ſpend all his years upon| 

the rack, if he will indulge. eve} 

ry dark 1magination that riſes up? 

19 his. Mind.. That Rule of the 

. Apoſtle. is of - a- larger. extent | 

than. the. fingle- Caſe, .. which it 
1Cer.zo, Was laid down for 5 Whatſoeue ; 
24% # fold in the ſhambles, that: eat} 

- king no queſtion. for . conſcienct 


Jake. 


f 


of "a Tender Conſcience. | 


lt is not a yielding to any ſuch 


* doubts as would deterr and hin 


der us from the Service. of God, 


| and Comamunion-with him, This - 


15.99t-, the work -of the Spirit, 
but one of the wilerof the Devil, 
to put; us Qut of our main buki- 


neſs, 'and to rob us of our choic- 
eſt priviledge. . It may be, he - 


raiſes a Queltion in ſome droop- 
ing Souls, that have been long 


exerciſed with his Temptations, . 


and buffeted by bis Meſſengers, 


Whether it were not better to 


# intermit thoſe ats of Worklhip, 
in- which they maſt acknows - 


ledge ſo great a mixture of lin? 


He would perſwade ſome, that 
the. irreverent - or blaſphemaus 
Thoughts, which are penhaps in- - 


jected into Minds in "Prayer, is 
an argument-againlt the bowing 


1 of- their Knees 3 -or that the mar - 
* derings and diſtraGions of. their 
Spirits - 
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The Duty. and Bleſſing 
Spirits in Hearivg, through pre- 
ſent multiplicity of Secular Af- 
fairs, is a reaſon why they ſhould 
keep their foot from going to 
the Houſe of God ; or that cor- 
feſt unworthineſs, and want of 
defir'd aſſurance are ſufficient bars 
to the Lords Table. Theſe things, 
by Satans management, often- 
times do either wholly obſirud# 
the performance of ſuch Duties, 
or they make the Knees very 
feeble in ther, 'and the Hands to 
bang down ; they take away 
much of the Heart, if they do 
not ſhut out the Service. Con- F 
clude therefore, that it is no 
branch of due Fenderneſfs to | 
call this point mto diſpute, Whe- 
ther it be good for as to draw | 
nigh to God £ | 
An extraordinary fenſible com- | 
pun7ion 1n all perſons at all times, E 
1s not abſolutely requiſtte to ho- 


ly 


| of a Tender Conſtience. 
ly Tenderneſs As all have not 
equal ſirength of Grace, ſo all 
have not equal ſtock of AMi- 
xre 5 not the ſame command <1- 
ther over Natural *Paſſuons, or 
Bodily Humours, A Dry Brain 
(ſayes a Great Author) may fre- 
_y be matcht with a Ten- 
er Heart, I deny not, but that 
where this Water 1s, *tis fit that 
it ſhould be drawn and pour'd 
out before the Lord : God teſti- 
hes of Foſtab in the Text, that 
he wept before him 5 and David 
[Yes that he watered his conch 
writh his tears, and made his bed 


" 


— 
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ithout -2any of them 5 but 
theſe are not to be drawn into 
uch binding Examples, as if e- 
= Fcry one that attained not the 
s, Eme which they did, muſt be 
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Chri- 


27 


Dr. Thos. 
Manton 
on Pſal. 
119. 135% 


Pſal. 6. 6; 
AQs 20. 


19» 


qo ſwim with them 3 and Paul ? ©: 
ould feldom Preach or Write © © 


The Duty and Bleſſmng 
Chriſtians... I doubt not, but 
that; many Hypocrites- in the 
World .out-do many real Saints 
in ſuch external things : The 
Eze of a wretched decetver may 
be an overflowing fountain, when 
the pright Soul is much more 

rat in the expreſling of 1 
ſelf afterx 
hearls may weep, when the. /of: 
ef may not; as the:ſolid pave 
ments at ſome ſeaſons of the-yeat 
may be wet, when -the gentle 
bangings . dilcoyer no ſuc 
change. . 

This tenderneſs does not ob 
lige us to a reaouncing or /azizg 
aſide of all prudence and dilcre 
tion in the choice of the :0 
iaportant Duties, when there 1 
a competition of mare than,on 
at the ſame time, +. A Tenge 
Heart (ſhould urge .no man u 


at manner, Hard 


adviſedly to engage: in a 4A; [! 


of a Tender Conſcience. 
duty,;. when , a__ greater: offers it 
{&1f.; There ought to be an ex- 
ereiſe of judgment, in confider- 
10g,. when there are divers calls, 
what God does, molt probably 
call to at the preſent t:7e-3 and 
in.weighing the circumſtances of 
things, that we may do that 
which will be zzoſt acceptable and 
/cful,, though we leave. other 
matters undone. It 1s true, that 

n0 good works-.are to. be wil- 
fully omitted, nor put off and 
ſuſpended, unleſs necellity re- 
quire -. We ate bonnd to do. a/ 
that is commanded, and when it 


7 1s commanded : V hen thou ſaid- PC. 27.8. 


eſs, ſeek, ye-my face, my heart ſaid 
| unto thee, 8c, but ſometunes one 
Duty- is ſapplanted by. another, 
through the diſpoſal of. Provi- 
dence, without any agency of 


n 
"74 Ours; andthe preference of one 


Duty to another becomes 1nevi- 
table, .. 


30 The Duty and Bleſſmg 
table, and if we ſtudy the naw} 
ture of Duties well, it will ' nothu 
appear any unequal thing. IÞn 
ſtituted Duties ought to given 
way to Moral ones, when they 
meet one another 3 tis a blameJup 
| | able tenderneſs, when men willwh 
| rather forbear an a# of Mercy$o 
| | than ſet aſide the offering of SJTh 
crifice, or rather let alone a workp1e: 
of Charity, than perform it or theoy? 
j| | Sabbath day. 1 
ll , Juc 
_- ip * Secondly, To (hew what is thepar 
true principle and foundationfi 
which a Tender Heart 1s builtþr7, 
upon. The ſummary Anſwerhnt 
c might be 5 Deep Conviction andapoſi 
found Converſion wrought andÞþ41 
maintained by God, This ChaYot 
| | raCter given to Joſtah cannot bei! 
Wh long to any unconvinced or.unfull 
converted perſon in the. World Pu 
z C, It can belong to none, buhal 
. What 


what have come, and do conti- 
tmue, under the mighty Operari- 
Þn of God. But to open this 
Snore diſtinly 5 

Firſt, Tenderneſs of Heart 


which muſt go before, in order 
$0 the producing of ſuch a frame. 
-[The ſword in Chriſts month muſt 
Pierce (as it were) between the 
eJoyrts and the marrow, divide the 
oul and ſpirit aſunder, and make 
|Juch kind of wornds, as the re- 
&Þardleſs finner never felt before. 


AJuppoſes deep convidion, as that. 


of a Tender Conſcience, 1 


EF. 


When they heard this they were Ad 2. 


Ithricked in their heart, and faid 37> 


rhnto Peter and the reſt of the A- 
apoſtles, men and brethren, what 
©: we do > Where the word 
Hoes not erter thus, the Heart 
24vill remain hard ſtill, and wo- 
14ully inſenfible both of Sin and 
Puty. A ſound which only 
alles by the Ear, fignities no- 


at | thing, 


JZ 


Rom. 7.9, 
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thing, more than a feather drawn fr 
over the Skin, till the Command- || ,,c, 
ment comes with power, for the I. 
railing of mens: ſtupid faculties I c,, 
eut. of their dead ſleep, Chriſt ny | 
told J#d4s that he had a Denwl, 
and -wonld betray him, yet Con- 
ſcience never ſtir'd, ſo as to ex- 
Ecute ts - office to any - purpoſe. 
$0 long.as men are alive and-yis 
gorous, chearful and confident, 1 ; 
(as Perl-was once in his natural 
condition) without the Law, this 
diſpoſition of haly tenderneſs is 
not likely to ſpring up in them ; 
and men may be truly faid to be 
without the Law, though they 
tiave the outward diſpenſation | 
of it, ſo-long as they are nat i; 
throughly convincd and hum- 
bled by it. 

Secondly, It ſuppoſes a ſound 
converſion z a real change of ſtate 
and temper, an entire transfor- 

mation 
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mation of the man into a mew 
creature': This is the meaning of 

that excellent promiſe inthe New 
Covenant ;, 1 will take out the ſto: Wedk.rs 
ny heart, (4. d. 1 will break, that 1g, : 
to pieces by the hammer of my 
Word) and will give them an 
izart of fleſh, Here is an Heart 
#:fiead of an Heart 3; the quality 
of it ſo-much alter'd' from what 
It was, that it is perfectly ana- 
ther, - Ic is like a turning of dry .” 
Fronnd ((asthe "Pſalmiit fpeaks) | _ 
imto water-fprivgs 3 ora turning . .. _ 
of Focks into. Rivers, the moſt 
firm-and impenetrablt ſubſtances 
mto thoſe which ure moſt. fluid 
and yielding: The maddeſt wrirth 
is chang'd into the moſt afflicr- 
Ing ſorrow 3 the molt undaunied 
ſinning into the moſt penitent 
corfuſron 5 that will which was 
like an or: ſemew, and (ſtood 
(tiff againſt - the authority of 
Gad,. 
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God, is now moſt p/zable ane 
ſubmiſſive to it ; thoſe affetionÞ;v 
which were fet upon the vile($u! 
Iuſts, and taken off from GoJÞp®9 
are now alienated as much fron 
them, and linkt as cloſely to hi 
Such a renewing of the mind ther 
muſt be, a deſtroying of old bafs 
bits, and a planting of contrargs 


.- ones, if ever the Heart be tru] Is 


tender, Jv! 

Thirdly, It ſuppoſes this ConÞþc« 
viction and Converſion 'to Þ 
wrought by God. Such high monniÞ 
tains, as our Hearts naturallyo! 
are, (like vaſt heaps 0 ﬀ f filth caſt 
up in the way of the Lord) wild 
not flow down at any preſence bac 
bis. None is able of theſe ſtone 
to raiſe up believing Children, Þr 
Spiritual Seed, to Abraham, bifj{e 
only he. He againſt whom (! 
1s committed, muſt give ſavin/a! 
Repentance for fin 3 he that Fe 


preſſe 


| of a Tender Conſcience. 
fed nnder us Metaphorically, 


1Huſt cauſe us to feel the load of * 


(ur own defilements really; the 
$od in whoſe ſight we are moſt 
nfpominable, muſt bring us to loath 


r& firſt, and he can ture it which © 
aFay be pleaſes - It was formed by 
ris hand originally, and it is in 
IJis hand (till 3 z, e. it is under his 
dveraign power, which he can 
jcceſstully exert in any-caſe. It 
his work to incline and bow 
hearts of men, to things, 
om which they were moſt a- 


| 


4 


ſelves. He faſhioned the heart Prev: 21. 


2rſe 3 (as the aven of Fudab who 5am, 


id ſtuck out fo long, were 19: 14 


Sade unanimouſly to concurr in 
ae invitation of David to re- 
rn home to his People) and 
ſecret inviſible touch of his will 
effeual in this caſe 3 (fo it 


he 


'as with reſpect to that band of ; 5m, 
en, that went with Saul, after 10+ 26. 
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_ hewaschoſens) as the: dilcaſec n 
woman 1n the Goſpel, (ard with 
Mat.9.21 IN her ſelf, If [ may but touch þ 
Garment, 1 ſhall. be whole, Th F 
weakeſt communication from Gor, 
excells the ſirongeit reaforings di 
men.. He can operate: upon thifhe 
rougheſt Natures 3. make a {tum 
Aas 16, dy Goaler to tremble before! hiþf 
259. Prifoners, and. waſh their feripeth 
A. Fourthly,” It ſuppoſes, 'thafph 
what hath beex wrought by Goc 
is yet maintained by him. : Th 
upholding of this frame princiſna 
pally depends upon the continue 
ed influence of. the Grace dfha 
God-every moment-after its iro! 
production 3 ' and if thoſe tnfluSa; 
ences were ſtopt, the greatchſhe) 
tenderneſs would degenerate inifen 
worſe hardneſs, than we labouſ 
under, as we come into thiim 
World. Souls: that : had  bec 
once tawed would freeze ' agai 
uni 
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@Snto a #kicker ice, notwithſtand- 
\8ng the beſt of humane endea- 
Aronrs. to prevent it, That ground 
Which hath been made good, and 
Sroker up, as it ought to 'be, 
Kvould quickly prove as bad as 
he ſtory in the Parable, if not 
amly mel/owed with the ſhowers 
bt Heaven, and diſtzlling dews 
&Þf the Bleſſed Spirit. The Earth 
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Sphich brings forth kerbs, is ſaid Heb. 6.7. 


Ro drink in the rain which cometh 
ft #por it, Hence it is, that 
ciInany degrees of this holy ten- 
uerneſs are loft, even in thoſe 
hat are converted, when. God 
roes but take away bis Spirzt mn 
uÞart from them 3 and fin does 
clever ſo eaſily beſet them, nor 
[Gemptation with fo little difficul- 
uy overcome them, as at thoſe 
times, 
c 
T II, The 
It 
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The Duty and Bleſſing 


The third thing, is to hewl; 7 
What are the proper {ngredienthh, 
which conſtitute and' make up 
this tenderneſs of heart. ThergD 
are four things, in the connexi 
on whereof, this holy Qualificafa 
tion here ſpoken of, does ſeenſÞy 
tolye. 

Firſt, Hatred of fin; He whe " 
is not brought to abhor thafkg 
which 3s evil, will not be fo cauKg 
ti: of it as he ſhould be. Whil$Gr 
f18 is the object of defire, a mark 
w1ll be more ſ{tudious to commiine 
It, than to eſcape it 5 it is mucie( 
more likely that he ſhould watcShe 
and. feck for opportunities, thaifft ( 
reſolve or ſtrive againſt themhaz, 
An Heart that's tender in thi ; 
Scripture-ſenſe, muſt be fill Fim 
with an holy indignation againyh; 
every thing that's contrary unto! 


Gen.39.9 God 3 as Joſeph cryed out, Holes, 


Cd 


of a Tender Conſcience, 


an 1 do this great wickedneſs, and 
Mr againſt God &- He could do 
Mothing willingly, but what he 
ould do lawfully 5 there was a 
Divine Antipathy m his New 
ature to any known impurity. 


__ 


—_ 


be is born of God ; deliberate 


omplexion and tendency of his 
Soul, as It is now ſettled by 
race 5 he perfectly deteſts it, 


knd therefore declines it, And - 


Mndeed this is a more infallible 
Felt of a mans integrity, than 
She meer ot ſinning, taken by 
It ſelf; for a wicked man never 
ates the evils which he forbears 
0 do; a good man may be ſome- 
Simes hurried to do the. evils 


Mecidentally commits it, than to 
the 


allowed (in is againſt the very ' 


39 


\s we are'told, that he who 32s , John 
horn of God, cannot ſin, becauſe 3: $- 


hich indeed he hates, Sin is Rom. 
ore loathſome to the Saint that ** 


ho 


Mar, 
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the Sinner who-for other forÞ#c 
reign reaſons auetds it. Wl if 

Secondly, Love' of Holineſ;Jo 
No man but he that delights ini 
good, will be duely tender a 
to. finful: Omiſtions, * Men wiHlP! 
be glad 'of Excuſes, when rheype 
take no. pleaſure inthe workÞa 
If Religious Exerciſcs are no 
matter of delight, they will-fn@Þ-1 
ont many inventions to ſtop thke 
mouth of Conſcience in laying 
them alide. Unleſs we come, (aflt 
our Lord did, with a ſpontanefv] 
ous chearfulneſs) to do the will og: 
God, it will be no ſtrange thingig 
to ſee it often left umdone, W heme 
Chriſt commanded his Hearers t$x] 
pray, that their. flight (in the dapy 
{ftruction which he threaten'd t$n 


. Jeruſalem) might not be on il 1; 


Sabbath-day 5 he ſeems to -intÞih 
mate, that though it were zÞz« 
ynlawful 1n a caſe of extremitÞhe 


of. a\ Tender Conſcience, 
40: make theirieſcape upon that 


lay, yet the Sabbath was to. be 
{70 great a delight,” that ſuch an 


nfudderance of enjoying; it (bould 
ape gn:evors  tothem : Spiritual 


ll 07K and Duties ought to 
ſo» much: more! pleaſant and 
k -altable tous, than our Natural 
of-ives. The Wile Man gives us 


»a-charge, to keep the Law,  .49 Prov.r.2,+ 


hqhe+ Apple of our Eye, which is 
n@Þne'of the tendereſt and choic- 
'aF{t parts in the Humane Body ; 
1eEÞvhich men naturally take a: pe- 
' guitar care. to guard,” becauſe 
1g$ight; whereof it is the Inſtru- 
cement, 1s the nobleſt Senſe. God 
-tExpreſles his love to his people, 
deqpy beltowing this character up- 


4V 


thn them 3 He. that tencheth you tech. 2, g 


ti ſayes the Prophet to the 
ntÞ.hurch ) 1oucheth the apple of his 
w&ze3 to ſhould our love beto 
itfie ways of God, or elſe devi- 
2 ations 
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ations and: diverſions from them, | 
will not much affect us. ) 

Thirdly, Fear of God. This 
planted in the Soul, muſt be the 
bridle to hold us in; * when 'cor-bÞ 
rupt Nature is. ready: to break y« 
out 3 this muſt fortify and ſe-$# 
cure againſt temptations, whenÞCc 
indwelling {1n would betray andfe 
expoſe us to them. Stand in$h 
awe and fin. not, This awe re-Þ 
ferrs more to the precepts, thanÞ/ 
threatenings of the Word ; whileÞe 
an 7mpenitent heart may be afraid 


AQ 


* of Divine Juagments, the ten-Mi 


der heart is to fear the Command PO 
ment, There is a vaſt difference 

between the fear of puniſhmencÞ0 
and the fear of offending 3 the: 
fear of coming under the /aſþ oÞ4 
Gods vengeance, and the fear on 
provoking the eyes of his glory. 1þ& 
is this latter, which is the genufſha 
ine Filial Fear 3 a Spirit of Feagpc! 

no 
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not only conſiltetit with a Spirit 
of Adoption, | but even proper 
is Ko thoſe, who cal/ on the Father, 
as ſuch. - Devils tremble, and yet 
oldly adventure upon fin 3 Ar- 
gels, confirm'd in their holy (tate, 

. pare n0t do any thing unſuitable Jude 5- 
n0-their ſpotleſs Nature, or of- 
enlive to the. Majeſty whom 
hey attend upon. When our 
Souls are become like fleſbly ta- 
les, for the Righteous Law to 
ec ſtampt and exgraver on, the 
ery thoughts of diſpleaſing the 
1-Maker of that Law will be e- 
ough to keep us back from 
Þreaking it, though there were 
Io penalties annexed toit. They 
Ihat have received a kingdom 
phich cannot be moved, (in title, 

nd.in hope) ſerve God with re- Heb. 12. 

Werential fear, though not with 2*: 

hat which is diltruſtful and tor- 
enting 3 they doubt not their 
C 3 Reward, 
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h Reward, but :yet/ take heed: rofl 
ll | approve themſelves'to:thew ReÞ* 
8 ld 
i 4+ *'Fourthly;'Feulonſj of our felves$? 
Wi A tender heart is very inquiltf” 
i} tive and watchful,> that it mayÞ* 
\ not be' miſtaken in tyown tate 
f This + ſtiled by the 'Apoftle Pav/Pc 
2 Cor. a(Godly jealouſy <* Tisneeetlaryf** 


"-% to perſons profeſſmng Godlineſe Þ 

and, 'tis uſeful 4n'the exerciſn 
| of themſelves 40:3t *tis a God] 
[+ jealouſy, mn -oppoltiors to wicke 
| ferurity,- and careleſs preſumpti 
on. Solong' as we '1rift #n: ou 
own hearts, and; build 'up vai 


confidences upon fandy burttoreg®* 
ll we {hall never -arrive to- 3 hifſ*? 
ji JSefireſs, which-muſt'commientd x 
Wh to God, and preſerve us-tro 
By the ſnares of 'Satan,' Lajzing * wi 


, a Tim, #2 ſtore for our ſelves a '200 
6.19» foundation againſt the time to'comt 
muſt be our great defign, _ an 
. ill 


of - a Tender Conſcience. 


ofdiligent endeavour : And ſcetng 
here are fo many falſe fonnaa+ 
ions which 'we are ſollicited. to 
ay, this plainly includes, that 
e ſhould be often ſerioutly; ex- 
mining', whether ours which 
e have choſen, be found or 
10... Tf the heart. by nature be 


—. "Gd md \ 


othing 10 the world can paral- 
| its treachery.) an heart molli- 
ed: by Grace, will above all 
hings look to this, «that it be 
ot_:aGnally deceivd. A traly 
ontrite Spirit: will be daily 
Searching ,1nto - it {cif}, | that. it 
0a) be found a- Spiret without 


: ile, 


5 OC. 


— © MEL 


hat are the wears, : which by 


Wuch a frame 1n us. ( What-courle 
we- are to take, and what me- 
C.4. thods 


,{Mivine management, welp'towards 
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Weceatful above all things, (10 that FR 


The jorrth thing, is to ſhew, IV. 
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The Duty -and- Bleſſing 
thods we are to uſe, ſhall be at- l 
terwards-conliderd 5 but here 
I would open, how 'God is plea, 
ſed moſt uſually to bring this a 


. bout in his Diſpenſations.) There; 


Deut, 17. 
I 3s 


gives a ſcaſonable and happ 
 Allarm to them 3 he ſtrikes their 
Neighbour, that they may fee!Y}, 


are four things which occur molt 
remarkable here. A 
Firſt, *Providential: warnings, 
God many times by wiſuing ſir 
por others in his Childrens lightY,, 


( 


t( 


P 


It was the expreſs reaſon of thg., 
execution * of many Judiciaf,, 
Laws among the Fews, upon caf,, 
pital Offenders, that all 1ſrac 
might hear and fear, and do ni 
more preſumptuouſly, The hopeſ,z 
of Impunity lurking 1n the heart 
have a ſtrange influence in thi 
debauching and perverting 0 


It; but when we fee Judgmeng,, 
come jo near to us, as toſcize up q, 
Wo 


f. 
"c 


3 
a 

re 
Ny 


's, 


/ 
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> of \a Tender Conſcience. 
ot him that ſtands by us, the 
root of. that temptation 1s very 


much torn and-looſen'd, When 
o4bs field was ſet on fire, tho' 


on, he quickly went to Abſalom 
to know the meaning of itz ſo 
the'ſeverity of God hovering a- 
bout us, though-it does not ac- 
tually touch as, may be ſanCtified 
to the reviving of thoſe holy im- 
preſiions on-the-Soul, which had 
been too much worn out-by the 


Jacceitfalneſs of ſin. Gods ſmit- 


ing of wicked men in the open 
view of others, though -it 'be an 
aggravation of their puniſhment, 
is very often an aCt of Merey to 
thoſe that -behold .it. Perſecu- 
ted Saints are a ſpeFacle of ſcorn 
to the World, but the condemn- 
ed World are made a ſign: (for 
the admonition of the Saints, :God 
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YG 2 Sam, 
the flame did-not reach his-per- 14. zo, 


31. 


Job 34- 
26, 


does in effect ſay, * Thus -you- 


C Z +, myſt 


ny 


The Duty and: Bleſſing; 
*. muſt Jook that'1 ſhould -deal 
*.with you, if this danotquick- 
*.en you to be: zealous and. re- 
© pext 3; the ſame, or worle Ca- 


-lamicies-are in. ſtore for-you, if & 


«the examples. of theſe ſufferers 
© do not make: fin. more adjous 
*.and uneaſy to you. | 
Secondly, "Perſonal Corredi- 
0n3.. God knows, - that: there is 
a. neceflity fonetynes. of: uſing 
ſharpneſs with his own, to bring 
them to their right wind, and 


keep them in it.., Though there þ 
1s a great unhikenels betweenthe þ 
caſe of yobd and bad: ment inithis fac 
particular 3. as there. are very fi 


manifeſt degrees - of hardneſs 1n 


Natural things 3. and- as. hors 


Siumbers do ditfer from. the ſpirit 


of a. deep flecp,, Bad men aref 
{carcely_ awaken'd but by ſome 


wy 


- nary, GN or by. the #buz- 
os Power, as men in at 
Leihuroy} 


everof. 


ma 2 Jy 1 y + 
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thergy are not rows'd without 
vine more than ordinary noiſe 3 
whereas good men_are wrought 
pon by 'more. a eans. It 
t be the tormeMmting ſting of 
ome aeadly Scorpion which reco- 
ers any ſenſe in the one, but 
he ſmart of a Zed will be ſaffi- 
ient, through Grace, to the 0-. 
her. And ſo much we find by 
many inſtances, 1s both proper 
and needful ; for God beats with - 
few or with any ſtripes, as he 
ſees occMion 3 - he throws us 1n- - 
o an hotter or cooler Furnace, 
according as we have more or 
leſs need of melting. He does : 
not delight in caufimg his Chil-. 
dren.'(zs ſome barbarons Idolaters - 
did theirs) to paſs throngh the 
fre, but when the caſe requires | 
t; he. performs bis work upon 
them by it... Fob, in his-prolpe- 
tyy:ſcems to have-been fivett'd - 
| alittle - 


50 


Job 29, 
18. 


+ C.23. 16, 


him, and he was prickt with th 


event of them. A wounded Spi 


: God hath heal it again, the - 


Grace from the firſt, and receiv 
| £6. not'the Spirit by meaſure; his 


The Duty and Bleſſmg 


a little too much with carnal 


confidence 3 (as one may gueſgh 
by his own words, .Tken 1 ſaid{ic 


1 "hall dy neſt, &c.) bugti 
when Fa 148 came upoyſc; 


9 


briars of affliction, . bis heart wa 
maae ſoft. For this reaſon, out 
breaking by the hand of God, ig a 
a greater Mercy, than if.we wergt| 
whole and untoucht. ti 

Thirdly., Spiritual | Conflict h 
Theſe are a very grievous exerJ 
ciſe for the preſent, buwof grea! 
ufe and ſervice to Souls in the 


—— 


rit 1s difficult to bear, but after 


fects are (weet and ſaving. 

any .gradual improvements %h Q 
been poſiible tro Feſws Chriſt 
{who had a fulneſs of Habitua 


T = «© »«« = ffi-=«_ p—©=» 


bitter 


of « Tender Conſcience: 


naFbitter Agony under the appre- 


E 4 


henſions of Divine. Indignation 


idffor mans fin, would have con- 


10! 


tributed more to: the quickening 


od of his underſtanding in the \ fear 


he ef the Lord, (of which the 'Pro- 


>. SBP 


w_ a= os oy OI os wen oy OD 


phet ſpeaks) than any thing be- 


ſlides. Great fearchings of : heart 


are wholſome remedies againſt 


J that ſearedneſs which is ſo-fatal 


to many in the World. :Gods 
hiding of his face may bring thoſe 
fins to our view, which:we over- 
loekt' before , - and prevent our 
future repetition of them, Chri- 
ſtians are often made (in this 
ſenſe) to poſſeſs - their inzquities, 
that they may be the more freed 
from the power of them. God 


s orders them: for a while to walk 


in darkneſs, and ſee-no light, that 
works of darkneſs may be more 
hideous and affrighting to them. 


; Plal. 51 
Davids Repentance was much Pa 5h 


tar- 


mn 


The Duty and Bleſſing 
further'd by 'Gods with-holding Þ's 
the joy of his' Salvation. The *| 
temporary loſls.of Comfort 1 is nya- 
ny-rimes very gainful in refpett 
of Holineſs. % 

Fourthly, Si»fid if barringes. 
God would - not permit ſuch 
things, if he did not deſige tofi 
over-rule-thern to-his own Glo- 
ry, and the good of his Servants, 
and if they were not capable of 
being ſo over-rul'd. When God 
hath put Life into us, and ſet ws 
upon our feet, he would -prevent 
our falling again, if thoſe very 
falls, however evtl in themſelves, 


could not be ſo managd by him, F'2 


as'to bring about the moſt ex- F 
cellent contrary ends; Therefore F* 
he that hath /fnmbled mbſ# foul- 
ly, is thereby- excited afterwards 
to walk the more foftly's and the 
man-that hath been-betrayd 1n- 
tomore-than ordinary ſins fince 

his: 


» Þis- Conyerhion, , by. prevailing 
eliques of Corruption, -.will be 

e more, diligent to guard: and 
zep t3mſelf tor the time to come, , 

& the wicked one may;.not touch 3, * 
im, Bruiſed parts, we'know, 

ſe to be more #ender than- any 

thers, and broken * Bones (tho 

- Feltor d.and ſect again) will: be 
frequent remembrancers: of. for- 

fer hurts, and provoke ſuch as 

1 have them, to /ook well to therr 

5 $oingse | The ſame: Peter; who 

t had: difown'd. and abjur'd his 

; (aſter,.. through -ſ[hamefal cow- 


ee” 


r. 
6 
6 


rdice,, before a company of Ser- 
ants and inferiour perſons, fig- 
. Haliz'd himfelf, after this, by his 
 Goldneſs, i» before rhe: Rulers of Att: 4... 
. #he-Pegple 3; tis likely, thac his '3 
; Rourage' in - the  Confeſſzon of 
 Ehriſt now, was raisd” by the 
Khoughts of his former lamented 
eprerciatian-;; be that. had , laid, - 
UB: 
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in anſwer to fingle chaNenges; h 
know not the man, nowecryes ouf< 
"Be it known to - you' all, that | 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt of NA. 
. - Lareth,” whom "ye crncified, 8 
"Paſt NegleFs tend to make meff\' 
more ſenſible of their -obligatF 
on to preſent Duties ;' and-wherſſ® 
Gods Servants have f/ipt mo bi 
notoriouſly, -they learn to ord: 
their ſteps the moſt exattly. 
the Fews at this day flee fro 
Ydolatry, -and will not ſwallo 
the leaſt duſt of the Golden Calf 
by which they heretofore traniÞ® 
preſt, and thereupon are prejuſſ** 
dic'd by *Popery againſt Chriſtiafſ* 
nity ; ſoit is with fincere Believſ? 
ers in all other caſes. 'If any on t 
hath wounded himſelf 'by : rn” 
ring wpor the edge of the p 
venth Commandment, -that ver 
wound will be uſeful to maky* 
--i ga * him chzefly beware of -walkirg m . 


of a Tender Conſcience. 
o We fieſb in the Inſt of unclean- 
Jl JENS. 


-þ 
( . The #fth Head, is to enquire, V, 
& $V bat are the Evidences and To- 
1ex<ns whereby this Tendernelſs is 
ar$##ſcoverable, Theſe are very wn- 
erfuerows 3 and therefore inſtead 
off multiplying all that I might, 
© (hall contrat them into thoſe 
(which follow. - | 
Firſt, A Zealows Concern for 
mtbe Honour of God, when: it in- 
,/Fterferes, and ſtands in competi- 
14:10n with or ow# 3 both in mat- 
affters of Faith and Practice. This 
;;$1s an inſeparable concomitant, 
yJand manifeſt fign of a Tender 
ng Heart, In matters of Faith, it 
makes a great diſcovery as to 
this point, when the Glory of 
| Freegrace comes to be oppoſed 
Jto our own Merit, and the Ragh- 
Seonjneſs of Chriſt to our own 
} Works, 
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 S&prrit to Our own Will, ie 
which exalts God, and vilifzes 
Fif:moſt; will be moſt graretulfi 
pry gg rn beeniduely bin 
{irke: Jo # here) before the | 
Aoerd bis >: Pal, who Fe | 
Vethe:Earry,when,be was cc 
Vented, i and faw more of hisxownl 
wrerxchodiefa,/ than ; choufandsl 
Gal.2.21, 90, Was very carefnlyrut: to,jftw-l 
2. {Wratenthe Grate. oif God's; 4, c 


Not $0rrapreſchetd 2s amaulipni 
ung, or make3t void, byf 
aſenbing; pore than is meet-40 
pr TRY an —_ 
gs. (avi were)ieny:exprefaon, 
; vat 5ifightifecmbo finial; a | 
entrench upon,..ake honour. aff. 


ell, yet not-1, but thel. 
Grace of (God, which was with me. ||. 


5F 


NN Conte ienice. 
thatowiB: alot the perform- 
ees:nfiche Redecyer, or! the 
ationsaf itheSadddyen, tor 
Urightomingantnhiiobay, ts 
mder anni! - Where 
oe | 1& wopſter 16 "Fab avbakd dns 1 Tim, 
fear Corgfnimibe, ' menace willing 3 5- 
jg (-chew BerfonabRie- 
Vny ming > nxt her onde reve. 
Gmc may anrrea/c.-: So, 10 amt 
u-Bdorriof praiice, Holy Tendernes 
6 Hl 210 ke-maw-dery themfolves 
woes Tf rather than: 
y mr noe ' Buds (intereſt :4n 
to theie plabes 5-:8achfive alt their 
af pres 'gnd-cſteem;. rather .vhan 
"vis Authority, !56r: muy 
hs Commands. 5- bak 
vouned the ftbof wir, arid, 
thav they. may the better: glori- 
+i\Secondly; A ftri Endeavour, - 24 
that '/both'[the! Eds | which- we 
propoſe, -and the deans which 
| = 


thel 
hath. 
"9 in on 
" 


” 
T2, 
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TheiDuty arid Bleſſing 
we employ  upon-all -occafions 
maybe altke: good; | Sinful 
Are not to be-putſued-in theuſt 
of rhe beſt: means,» nor. will the 
beſt ends .conſecrate the: uſe of 
ſinful. means. beſt atkons 5) ah uh 
dpoil«the:nobleſt 
where;the.heart. om —_—_ \men 
only regard-the; t 
Not the antigen ſpring warm | 
ing it. It-is the tender heart which 
takes care to pluck out the! evil 
«ze'3 for if that-remains, it, will | 
ſpread and ditfule its: 
into the whole-body of: the fer-(| 
vice. The Apoſtle complains 0 
ſome:perverſe men, that preech-þj 
ed Chriſt indeed, (where the at] 
without all doubt, was wateri-l| 
ally'good:), but they did it ont (| 
, of envy and ſtrife, not ſincerely, | 
- fuppoling thereby, to add affli@tion 
to-his bonds +. ($0:\that the-aim 
and -delign was:no better than | 
. CR uh 


00 Tender: Conſcience, 59 
SEDeviliſh, while the' work) was: 
gelical.,) On the other fide; 
uſÞyicked ations are | not excuſed 
theſſby the holieſt intentions 3 there- 
-olffore'God ſayes; - I:the Lord lower9. 51.3; 
ans dgment, hate robbery for burnt -- 
boIfering. - He 'will not: be made 
Xen he receiver of what hathibeen 


tenance our applicati 

chiicffelts of Rapine and. Opprefii- 

wilſon to the moſtReligi 
liable uſes: Nothing,does more 
xl | ophane the holy wok of God, 
than the ertitling of him to ſuch 
tYvile prattifes z which an Arnti- 
c>riſtian Generation hath been 
very forward to do, moulding 
-Bthe bread" of life into every ſhape 
for their. own turn, and crying 
out, Here is Chriſt, when Satan 
hath: cover'd himſelf. under that 
Mantle ; 'and by this, as much 
as any: thing, they have py" 
taat 


ut Fe thav Character, of - having” ec 
ſeikutes. ſeared ins with art toot\inc 
God remembred«uSevs eion 6 
2 Sam, the C 'beontes, whremww rw 
2b 2  chillhemaf tjnarl and] jo: 
revenged:it-a. t hide fer, 
Ahd: Bn Ft God: 
ſares'the- Princes of Hrael,,. tha 
mon wages reg withiblood,,” 4. 
alem with' iniquity. - Suck a 
Le pet ane IRC ) 
the'heavt be:tender. ; 49109 
2.  Thirdly,;; 
of the moſt phauſeble 
fil Temptations, 
tryab in; this/icaſe , e 
charm 4s weak ; hen) the poy 
fon. is-naked;! wherithe fuggelti-} 
on is unſuitable 'to\ our \particu- 
lar inclination, -or when: the al- 
luring recompenceis ſmall: Tip | 
muſt beirifeniuprto'a' pr | 
hight - of »wickedne(s dec, 
ng, 28, that will tranjgreſe jar a piecs of 


bread ; 


Mic. 3. 10 


+ a Ten SriOuflenki 6f 


and fol ho Gbdl y rn 
bo 16: Pl of ſbooesy :"wHhieh* tes Amos 2. 
jp very comenptible*price z/! but's. 
4 rect Femptation comes: with''a 
| gityſrength,” ard- our” come 
I mce- with it 19' (baited 'witfy 
-7-Yor nechis extraordinary, ' ther! 
utour T {1s ſeen, w/ſtrug- 
Wing with, and getting the maſte- | 
a y of, tt. Not that it is to- be 
| gin'd, that every ſrrb Temp- 
| ation ſhalt be ſucceſsfully with- 
tood; for then, t would be. pol 
ible, that we might hve with- 
oflout any fin ; but ary inftances 
eboth of reſolute oppoſition, and 
mal victory” may * be given, 
i-Ewhere it hath been moſt! hazar- 
Jous-and improbable, As our 
Lord; withia great deal of holy 
| r,; refagd the impudent mo- 
tign- of falling-down* 214 wor ſlip- 
+ [ing-theDeviF, though- enfore'd 
with a"profſpett and -promile- or 
; 4 


all-the Kingdoms | of the World : 
So-his Servangs .have mntated 
bim in the like reſolution, when 
Satan hath -offerd. . them .very 
great, enticements. Life is more 
to. us than all the World, and 
yet that hath not- prevail'd wit! 
Chriſts faithfa] Souldiers, +to ac- 
cept of deliverance upon unlaw- 
ful terms. The Devils beſt and 
choiceſt Artillery can do leſs exe- 
cution upon tender hearts, than 
his ſlighteſt Weapons againſt 0: 
thers. 6 
Fourthly, An imparti«l fbun-f 
ing of the ſmalleſt' ſins. Theſe 
are wont to be overlookt, anc 
let alone, by the moſt of. man 
kind, though greater wicked- 
neſles are ſeverely condemn'd ; 
but indeed, as breaking with 
God for « little, does. endanger 
his delivering of us up to worſe] 
and more hainous crimes, fo it 


argues 


of a Tender Conſcience, 
argues a vile and wretched 'con- 
tempt of. God, and  unfaithful- 


the leaſt, is unjuit alſo in much, 
We. ought alwayes to conſider 
the greatneſs. of the perſon for- 
bidding, more than-the aggrava- 
| tions of. the :thing forbidder! - 
| (As for Example.z Who it is that 
fayes, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, rather 
than what, ar bow much .it is, 
which we are- tempted to the 
{tealing of.) And if our hearts 
are okied with that tenderneſs 
z-| which becomes them, we (hall 
eſe do ſo. This will provoke. us 
nd not only to avoid the flames of 
an-J Luſt, but the very ſparks, that 
2d-j we may be not: only not conſu- 
d 1 &ed, but. not ſo much- as ſprged, 
ith] by: it. Even Zitle ſs are great 
verl 0ves in the eyes of cb perſons 3 
cſe}ithey- do not<fay as Forathar: 
) It did, 1 have but fed little honey 
with 


neſs to-him. He that is nnjuſt 712 Luke 16. 


| $3 


1 Sam, 
I 4 45” 
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with the end of the rod that wal 
in my hand, and lo 1 muſt dye: 
but heartily conſent and agree to 
this, that their "Damnation i; 
juſtly inflicted , by whom the 
teaſt iniquity is knowingly -al 
lowed, We find, that Abre/ 
would not take from a thread tc 
@ ſhoo-latchet of any thing the 
belonged to the King of Sodem| 
And, when 'Pharach yielded,ſi 
that the people of Jfrael and} 
their _ _ ſhould go and} 
ſacrifice to God, only their 
(hould-be ſtayed bees a 
him, . that their cattle.alſo ſhould 
Fxo, 10, Utend, and wot ar boof be lefihh 
26. , behind. So far were the Chur-f 
ches planted by the Apoſtles 
from keeping the whole. of the 
aboliſhed Fewiſb Feſtivals, that 
'Paul tells the Coloſſtezs, that 1 
{ ara ſhould judge them for part 0 
Col.2.15. as boliday. ( As the word pro-| 
perly} 


of a Tender Conſcience. 65 
"#SDerly imparts, though our T ran- 
e©:Klation renders'it with diladvan- 
tage.) One of the Ancient 
 WChureh- Hiſtorians tells us of | 
beYHarcur, "Biſbop of Arethuſa, rig. x: 
al-E:vho baving deftroyed. an Ido: | 3. <5. 
«#Fitrous Grove in Conſtantines 
| tofrime, and afterwards in Fulians 
Nath eign, being 1 cuted- for it, 
#fthough they firſt. exerciſed him 
ea, with variety of labumane Tor- 
ndf.ures, ſuch as ſcourging of bis 
#4naked /Body, dragging bim thro' 
c&the filthieſt places, pieraing him 
OIdkwith ſharp-pointed Spears, be- 
uldmearing him with Oil.and Ho- 
lefifney, and hanging. bim upin the 
ur-Bheat-of the day in the open Air 


hatko repair what he thad deſtroy - 
ned, or to furniſh, at leaſt, 'one 
# [half of the ſumme, (becauſe thoy 
£O-kthought that :his Poverty could 


ly D: 2 afford 


66 


- unobſerved evils, which: are el- 


Jam. 342+ 


WCre 6. 
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The Duty and Bleſſmg 
afford no more) or ſome fmuZ 
portion, what he could 5 he'pe- 
remptorily refuſed, and told 
them, that it would be as wick- 
ed a thing to give an Half-penny 
for ſuch a purpoſe, as 'to*give 
al that it required. ” 
Fifthly, A particular. care in 
bridling the Tongue, and ſetting 
4 watch againſt thoſe common 


pecially incident thereunto. 1 
ſay, a particular care as to'this 
(hews. that the heart is tender ; 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt makeg/ 
it the mark of a many 
not 40 offend in word 5, and rhe 
Tongue, though a-ſingle Memy' 
ber,. is repreſented as a world 7 
aniquity '3, and "though a lit q 
Member, yet a molt ammaly evil] 

| 


HOP he'that nefrazrs bi 
aps, may be reaſonably fuppc 
ied; £0. 4ake Heed to all his athe 


dDwH n ® + waye $ . 


ej 24Jes. Now this Tenderneſs 
concerns f1x things which are 

09 not - generally ſo much minded, 

4.0 55 they ſhould be. 

yl Much Speaking. Where Words 

Fare few, Guilt will be the le. 


of a Tender Confience, bn "'Y 


"3h In the multitude of words, there Prov, 10 


wanteth not ſin, Tis. a great '* 
wonder, if every part of over- 
flowing Speech ſhould be ſeaſor- 
ed with ſalt, or if no idle Words 
break - forth ' amongſt ſach a 
erowd, As the very ſilence of 
the Scripture in many caſes is 1n- 
ſtructive, (for ſeveral negative 
arguments drawn | from thence 
have a force in them) ſo the 
holding of our peace ſometimes 
may conduce to a better retaiz- 
ing of our integrity, How pru- 
dently ſparing ſhould we be, 
who are {0-apt to ſpeak irregu- 
larly, and fo_ #zable to recall it, 


| when'tis once ſpokent _ 
D 3 2. Paſ- 


68 
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The Duty and Bleſſing 
Paſſionate 2irg. How often 
do A So of ſach as call 
themſelves Chriftians fowe ont 
their own ſhane; to the ſcandal 
of Religion, wheert finfut wrath 
harh+heafed them ! Spediing fu- 
riouſly arid" imadviſedly, can be 
hardly ſeparated, Moſt are rea- 
opte think; 'ris & venial thing, 

m_—_ 'to be paſsd by; 1 
any unht expreſſions do# drop, 
becauſe their Pafſlions'were'boyl- 
ing ;- whereas or the' contrary; 
che dooy of thels Lipy ſhotl@have 
been guarded, becauſe there was] 
«five i: their Bojows, When An-f 


ger is broke looſe, eur Tongues] 


Houle be held in the ſIruiter; $o- 


tmon devverately pronounees] 
"Pup ſentence, - that” 4 foots rath 

refertly known. 
eoelih Feſtirg. For want of 
Holy: Fendernefs, - this abounds | 
£09, much 1 in mens ordmary con- 
verſation. 


of a Tender Conſcience. 

verſation. How many palpable 
11 j@/ſboods are broacht, how many 
ih prophane, or ſcurrilows, or inmo- 
acſt pailages are-thrown out, for 
the venting'of a hitle imaginary 
Wit,: and the-;prom of a 
mad- ſort of Lavghter / How of- 
ters are mer not afraid of abu- 
ling the- Sacred Writings them- 

felves, by - an irreverent accom- 
pore. fax of peculiar Phraſes in 
them to yain and trifiing mat- 
ters | Playing with the ſword of 
the Spirit, - and. proftituting the 


69 


-|| yetcrying (with. him that dereiv- Prove 265 
&h his Neighbout), Are we not in 15- 


ve 
as words of. the Holy: Ghoſt, and 
n 
es 


'0- | ſport 2 - But they whodeſice and 
<5] intend that their  diſzourſs (houtd. 
75] be innocent: as well as chearful, 

wil be fure to ſpeak forth none 
of | but the words of truth: and ſobtr- 
un _— time. 


'D3 | Raſo 


- 
\ 


[ls 


7O 
4 
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The Duty and Bleſſing 
'Raſb Yowing. . Many perſons 
are-very prone i: ſome deep di- 


ſtre(s, or inſtantly after ſome 'e+ 
minent deliverance, to-be very 


liberal in the engaging of rhem- 


ſelves to that which'ts more than 
ordinary, and from which they 
were free before; whereas 'in a 
little while, their heat and refo- 
lution cools, or perhaps the thing 
vowed ' proves More. '#nconvens- 
ent, and-comes nearer toan 'im- 
pollibility, than was at firſt ex- 
eted. Such was Fephtha's caſe ; 
Fas ves cometh. por ont” of 
the doors of my houſe ' to" meet "me; 
I will sffer it up, 8c.and. it was || 
his Daxghters lot'to be'that Ob- 
lation. The Wife Man” warns 
againſt this 3 Suffer rota#hby mouth 


Ecel. $.6, 35 


to canſe thy fleſh to ſor, '&c. The 
ſt way. Is; before Vows; 10 
make enquiry 3 3, e..to, conlider 


Erigully, what we may war- 


rantably 


of a Tender: Conſcience, 3 
rantably and- willingly perform. 
Onregarded Promiſes, It was 5s 


one branch of an admirable cha- 
rater given to-a Reverend: Per- 


fon (now with God), that he Howe 
- was of ſuch punGual- fidelity, that £3 


1 ; for Mr. 
i "numerous appointments, even R. F. 


in the ſmalleſt matters were ſo 4%: 
fare, that any one might as cer- 
tainly depend upon them, as the 
conſtant returns of day and night, 
unleſs ſome extraordinary "Provi-- 
dence did intervene, It is good 
not to' be too poſitive and pe- 
remptory, in ſaying, We will do 
this or that, without expreſſing 


- a due reſervation | upon the ac- 


count of Gods ſecret pleaſure, | 
if the Lord with: As the Apoſtle » Cor:. | 
Paul does frequently 5. and as # '?- _. - 
the Apoſtle James enjoyns.us to Jam. 4 
do... But when: there is plain *5* 
znſmncerity the cafe; thats far 
worſe-than an unthoughtof Hin- 
24> Dg : deances 


. 


The Duty and Bleſſong 
derances and upon that ſcore, 


we 'ſce /aviſo--profiſſuons of the 


greateſt —_—_— too often expt- 
ring in 15ggaraly accompliſh werrts : 
Men who take i tt} to be. dif 
wifted in what they fay, take 
leave to confiute themielves. Now 
a\ Fender. Heart, . will not ſuffer 
a man to charge or go back, tho 
he hath. fwer/ never ſo much ts 
his own hurt. | 
& Needhkfs Proteſtations. He that 
feareth aw Oath, will not in his 
common Language, approach 
tO Near tO gs without RON 
ty. There'isa folemnity im pro- 
tefting, which muſt not be made 
Gen. '43- tO cheap and v . The man 
fo fr cam 
| your 
ther be wah you: Sor Joſephs bre- 
thre wmncerpreted his form of 
C+ 42-15» _-_ "By the life of "Pharaoh, 
&e, perhaps this was n@ more a 


ſmearing 


44 


Pf, 15: 4+ 


v p 4&4. a 4 Va "OY tt” a a... 4s ”% _—_ 


- ©S . 
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your communication - be yea, - 


wy WW &” th * Y ww ww'" To ww erat 


of @ Tender Confeience: 73 


ſwearixg. after the faſhion: of the 


Egyþtinn Court, (as: ome have 
ohroſ Eb Oh as crit 
mrate to: 247, Uh my £ 8 
thy ford liveth, &c, And: a ve- cho 


Ty Learned Man judges it to be 


only an Apprecation, or Prayer Pr Ligit- 
for, Pharaohs life 5 9. d. So Jet Works. 
(Pharaoh lzve, &e. In ſhort, we Vol. 1. 
ought to: be regulated by that ** 9?” 
Precept of our Saviour ; Le 


and nay, nay ; for whatſoeveh is 
more than theſe, cometh of evil. 
Not that we- are ſaperſticioutly 
tyed to thoſe terms, and to uſe 
no other 3 but the meaning 1s, 
that ordinarily, a bate affirming 
or denying (ſhould be lookt upoa 
as ſufficient, The moſt Conſci- 
<ntious perſons maintain the cre- 
dit of their Diſcourſe, without 
any cuſtomary Aileverations. © 


Sixty, 


Mat. $. 37 


f 
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Sixthly, A groaring under the 
bondage and burden of remain- 
ing Corruption. ” Where this is 
light and eafie, 'tis. a very ſuſpi- 
cious token, that men are 7/en- 


fible, If we have really reco- 


ver'd our feeling, we ſhall 'feel 
inherent (in to be heavier, as well 
as apprehend. our. aFyal ſins to 
be more, than the ſand of the Sea. 


FThongh Satans- ſtrorg-bolds are 


cait down, yet the yery ruines 
are more- grievous and offenfive 
to a ſpirituabhman, than they can 
be to him that's carnal, while 
they ſtand entire, and before 
they are demoliſhed. Saints are 
more- afflited with the remnants 
of fin, than others are for the 
uncontrouled dominion of it, 
Pax! made bitter complaints, aF- 


ter he was ht into a A 


Ahab who 


wider fin 5, whereas 


"RmRvoAD_N]__L_CDLLN DS DD _L__NCR—mxvqnME DD [YO OS ESR 
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of a "Tender Conificite, 


| ſold himſelf -to work, wickedneſs, 1 Kings 


being yet unrenewed, complain- 
ed'not at all. - A Tender Heart 
could wiſh it ſelf ont of the Body 
for this reaſon more- than any 
other, becauſe while it is in the 
Body, it is fo compaſſed with in- . 
frrmity, and loaded with an evil 

treaſure," which 'will never be 
; pert, till Death comes to re- 
| quire our'Souls.” A child of God 
ts heavy laden by- carrying only 
the rugs of -the old man about 
htm, and-longs to have the en- 
cutabrance' taken off. -He is not 
afraid of 'the 'compleating of his 
SanGification too ſoon, (as Augu= 
ftine while unconverted; when 
he pray'd for healing Grace, - ſe- 
cretly"defird'that he 'might not 
have -a ſpeedy Anſwer) but he is 
more apt to fear; that it will be 
deferr'd too long:; 3; e Sins fuch 
at irkfome- Companion; that he 


iS 


736 The Du aud Beſſon: , 


is j{mpatient to be rid of it. 


7. Seventhly, A bringing to mind 
of former evils with - revewed 
Aewe and: ſorrow. If God hath 


pat within us fauch a mew Spirit, 
as the Text deſcribes, we ſhall 
| indo forget od fins, tho' 


already Koh of by us, and 
forgiven by God. The fins. which 
he hath caſt behind bis beek, will Þ 
be #» our ſight (till 3 and though 


we have eſcapd' the danger of 
future condemnation, it will not 
be a delirable thing to us to loſe 


the memory. and. ſenſe of paſt i; 


_ Bxek.16. defikments. T bat thou wayft Fe- I. 


63 member (fayes God) and. be con- 
founded, &c, when 1 ans pacified 
towards thee for all that thou hait | 
dane, Indeed we are never of, 


- 


echenſiwe of our- wretched p 


to God, and of our 


C 


The Duty and Bleſſing 

out, 1 ami the leaſt of the Apoſtle, 
mot meet to be called an Apoſtle{ 
becauſe I perfecutted the Church of 
God. 'Thoſe things which would 
have been very unfit for any of/ 
thers to »pbraid him with, - bY} 
humbly lays to his own charge. þ 
. _ Eighthly, A chuſing rather tc 

' aggravate, thanextenuate our owl 
Crimes. As a tender heart wilf 
prompt us to corfeſr, what thi 
Charity of fellow-Chriſtiank, 
fhould incline them to cover, i 
it will make us hezghtes that guilf/; 


ion, to. be toe /cvere it 
Y | than to: be n a1 


I4Y 


of a Tender Conſcience. 
eflmild%and gentle 3 to' take more 
Hdſhame than is indeed due to as, 
rather than leſs. *Panl was re- 
11Sfolved not to be guilty of that 
 Ofleff hand errour, and therefore 
he {ets himlſelt-10 the very upper- 
2 fmoſt-form of Criminals - Feſwv 


79. 


Chriſt ' came into the worldto ſave * Tims 


Wikfnners, of whore I am chief. Sin- 
V1\Sners not yet fubdued or foften'd 
enough, ſeem willing generally 
ao-fpare their own: Reputation 
 wnch,- and to-give God as 
ayttle' Glory by "Confeflion, as 
cihey can'z many times the half 
qt what their hearts are privy to, 
uot: told; bat:as Zophar ſpeaks 
NEknay ſay of concealed: pollutions, 
withat they are double to that which 
Xridoes appear, Or is made known, 
clit" not ſo./where an holy ter- 
Aderneſs is wrought ; ' there men 
Gre much more-prone'to go fox 
Z14 far 


«1% 


the ſecrets of wiſclome,” 10" WE (cy 11.6 


$0 


Jer.3.ult. 


The Duty and Bleſſing 


far inthe expoſing and cenfuring 
of Ken Pinay Fe. Apps foort ; it 
that they may be' able to ſay c 
_ with the Church, Owr confuſion 1 
copereth ws ; 4. d. It is not ofily fc 
ſpread; upon this or- that - ſirg/e] c 
part, but wefall: under it #browg/-j v 


9. Such. -need. not toff a 


Ny, Meeker under theju 
i/ements, and thanksft] 


bro C for- the- ſoraleſt- Comforts, Jt 


If the heart be ſoft, this lenti- h 
meht will be impronted on 
it,, and the behavioup will beſt! 
fram'd accordingly 4 that! whuts 


. Joover epil- we" receioe” front thel) 


hands of God, we dejerye moref"\ 
and ware. ;. whefecver good welt 
receive, me deferye not ſo mmeh;1v 
and indeed nothing; The Chunctile 
alwayes raſts-ſorhe honey ry abun-): 
dance of: gell, and: freely owns| 


what 


of a Tender Conſcience. 
whar the Prophet: dectar'd on the 
behalf of the Fews in the time 
of their Captivity: 1t is of the, 
Lords” mercies that we are #0 = 
I", ad No is from his un- 
ERCE e f\ighteonſaeſs that 
we 5 correfted, bene fk 
a light rhing, the. rye Attti- 
te meg rieft B "ante, Fara 
t are lookt 
Ie ren Bog cit Beting at ok 

think that Cod deck hardly wich 
s -ſihem, if he layes the hurnd of 
his Juſtice apon” cher avoi# fpuz 
niIri#gly, or if he does' not open 
zefthe hand of his Bounty to them 
ta Anas uh On wag: 
befllent accept every Fuo- 
y name 4s Fen. of theleaft 
jeff avour as extramaimay, Dis 
þ,jvine ſeverities ſmh eaſily and (i; 
tilently, hke: ftones thar fall mto a 
flap of Woott.; bur the erumbs 
1s|which drop from Gods Table; 


1? arc 
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8&2 The Duty and Bleſſmg 
are highly valucd. The peritent} 
Prodigal does not repine-that hef 
had been pincht. with hunger inf, 
- @ far Country; but was contentf} 
Luke 15, © be entertained as an hires | 
19, ſervant in bis Fathers houſe. The 
leaſt ſmile ſhould excite our Gra-ſ]; 
titude, ad the rongheſt frown 
calls for our Submiſſion. Re: 
Jer. 31- turning Ephraim bewoned bimelf,l, 
35 that he had bore the yoke witt 
fach an »»tamed Spirk.. 

x0. © .  Tenthly, Abſtinence from th 
very appearances of evil : This 1 
x Theff, an Apoſtolical injundtion to be 
$22. aAkept- alwayes in- our eye. Sc 
Moſes tyed up the Iſraelites tc 

the moſt critical. meaſures -c 

Fruth 3 Keep thee far from 

falſe matter 3 q. d. have nething 

to do. with that which looks lik: 
difſimulation. The ſbreavs ' 

our honeſt intentions ſhould rut 
fo clear, that there may ww” 4 
Ig. 


mk. a 6s wo 4 — ©@ © co > 
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of a Tender Conſcience, $83 
lth at the bottom, which we are 

Def unwilling to have. ſeen at the 

#Jtop. .The rich Iaclite was for» 

nIbidden to: be. 95. are Oſarer to hig © 22. 254 

*{poorer Neighbour 5 3. e. to be 

he guilty of-no ad, that carries in 

4-Jir'ſo much as the reſemblance of 

{biting Extortion. The Apoſtle + 

© Pax! commands his Son Timothy 

If to rebuke the younger women with 1 Tims 

We purity 5 implying, that in his 5 * 
whole Diſcourſe and Carriage 

there ſhould not be the leaſt /ha- 

1 dow of «levity or wantonnefs. 

And therefore (as one obſerves 

yery well) Titus is diretted to rj, 2, 4; 

put the aged women upon teach: 

ing the young: :, As1f it were leſs Capell 

% 4advifable todo it himſelf, not 7,7 

= only becauſe of the hazard, but Parr 2, 

ſcandal, of overmuch'familiari Fr 

ty. with a+ dificrent Sex.” We 


rt 


UYknow, ' that” Hamas falling 01: 
NY #he bed where: Eſther was, was 1n- 
2 ; terpreted 
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terpreted-by the King, 5 if be 

£78. wield yon ber z it had fuctranſf 
aſpet#, though there be little 
ground to'imagine, that 1t was 
his deſig: . at that time. Aten-J4 
der heart will be accompanied F* 
with the plaineſt Fran” op of Þ" 
Holineſs, without ſo much as 


the the obſer ſhew of Wicked- F< 


gr — eV Eljing from the: 


— be, of ſwallowing 
Hook, will take heed of playin 
with the *Bait, When the Ser-Þ* 
pext firſt allauleed Eve, ſhe madeF 
Gn. 33.0 excellent defence 3 Of theft 
of #he tree which i is theſe 


of a Tender Conſcience. 


preft as to the tonching of the 
Fruit, but the woman might ve- 
fry reaſgnably underſtand this to 
 (Þ< forbidden, as a ſtep _ intro- 

. $4nTion towards eating ; for 'tis 
1 by No-means probable, that ſhe 
finot being yet depraved or cor- 
gFupted, {ſhould knowingly ' add 
- fo the Word of God, -or mali- 
joully inſimuate the ſeverity of 
(he - MCA Holy tenderneſs 


o Fill keep men at a diftance from . 


\efthe enſnaring Temptations, which 
heſſcad to fin. It is a ftain upon 
's he Righteous Soul of Lot, that 


beſpccount of its pleaſantneſs and 


beffernality, though the wer were 
7] he 
ber + gone ſo infeRtious, 
Ve affered for-it twice, in re- 
ret of Temporals - (If he re- 


ex-Feiv'd no injury, a9 tO Spirituals 
eſt alſo : 


choſe the Land of Sodovr for Gev. 1 
Je haadecs of his abode, 'upon the ** 


xceeding wicked , and their ver. 13. 


8 
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alſo ; For who can tell, whe 
ther his Drunkenneſs might no 
be learnt from. them # Fulre 

WW. of Bread-was one of the iniquiy, 

| tics of Sodom, why not Exceſs off | 

C. 14+ 12, Wine 2 Firſt, his. Goods wer: 1 
carried, away among the-relt, afY , 
ter..the battle of the Kings, thoff ; 
retaken by Abraharr 5 and the! 
they were finally conſum'd in-thel x 
| deſeruGion of Sodom, he being. 

* =19-17- hidden to eſcape: for his | Lift þ, 

-Chaſt and pious Joſeph woul,, 

—35-10. not. hearken to his Laſciviolfth 
eMiſtreſs, newher to he by hay 

Nor tO be with ber : He declinQ,s, 

. coming where. {he was, as muc};; 

as polhible : He did that whidfn 

ſhe ſhould have done ; for fe 
--Ought ta bave removd the allfr 

ring object owt of her - ſight, anfftim 
.conver{t with any of ber Dn 
.meſticks, rather than him. [les 

we bold our. fingers tvo near thef | 
flam © 


of a Tendey Conſcience. - $7 
flame, we ſhall incur the dan 
_ of being bw#t; © It is'good bo 
Y be in _the way of Mercics, and 
6 get out of the road of Temp- 
fl rarions, as far as we can. It we 
would not be {tuck with -the 
poyſoned arrow it {clf, we (hould 
OF not meddle with the feathers. 
F - Tweltchly, A very over and 
_ mperate » fe of lawful things. It 
"Yis fit that our »woderation ſhould 
/4 be known unto all men in our” 
J greateſt-vitible abundance. They 
Mthat go to their very utmoſt 
bounds, are too likely to run be- 
nord them becauſe then there 
Ys but a flep' berwixr- them and 
fin. If we alwayes take as much 
Freedom as we may, it 1s a thou- 
Ilfand to one, but that we'ſome- 
alfitimes are tranſported to take 
Ufomewhat more. ' It 'we never 
deny our ſelves in any meaſure 
4c ' That which we might .cnjoy, 
4 | E we 
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he miſchicf of abusd. Proſpe- 


Ta Dua Bleſſo 2g 


we.ſhall find.jit, an; hardgr pagk 
vince, than; otherwile\ it: might 
be, . to. keep. our ſelves unſpoſted 
from. the. world. Memorials. of 


rits, ſhould be with-us to _re- 
ſtrain and;regulate-our uſe of, it; 
If there-were. that {»/cription 0- 
ver.the Table in every Houſe of  : 
8. Feaſting, [When thou. haſt eaten, 
and art full, then. thou, ſhalt leſt, 
and beware that thou forget. not 
the Lord thy. God,] and! if. the 
Gueſts were duely awed. by it, 
ſo. as. to feed with. fear, 'there 


- would , not be, ſo many filthy 


brutes oftentimes in: the ſhapeof 
reaſonable ever. Holy Job was 


 1yſpicious,of the miſcarriage of 


eg, oo we 


his Clilgren at their, merry enter- 

tho and. therefore when 

e(tivals were gone about, 

he. ſent. 44 Jan#ified them, and 

I Jeverally tor them, all 3] 
becauſe 


hs + Pays, on, 


Kd — a 


aA 


of '& Tender. Conſcience. 


1s.t00: great probability: of -our 
exceeding in ſuch caſes; and con- 
ſequently it is| the more fafe and 
prudent-courſe (which! :every 
Tender Heart will choſe) rather 
taabridge out felves of what: we 
are-petmitted and allowed. 

. Moreover,” Compaſſion to the 
Sowls of other; mer, is'a neceliary 
Idene®ot, holy Tendernefs - 
35:to:be diſcover'd in 

1 As, 
- Refuſing” to'wake uſe of the 

(ins of others for our own advan- 

tage: ' If wecouldfaye' all: that 

we have by another mans /ze, or 
perjury, &*c. we oughtnot todo 

it, but to declare and” proteſt a- 

gaia(t it 5 and: whoever filently 
permits; much more; whoever 

mduftrioufly procures any _ 
of 'that kind, .may juſtly be” ſuf- 


E 2 pected 


=, > IO WW Sv . > 2x 7 3 ge 


| 
bu 


Ke? 5 
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becauſe ({ayes-lie):1t ay be. thati Job 1. 5. 
my-Sons have ;ſinned;. &0; There 


I 3: 
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pedted to want that Teadernefs 
with which he: ought to becen- 


- dued. _ K- we: muſt not ye for 


, God, much-lefsſhould it be done 
' for the ſerving or ſecuring of a 


private Intereſt, Jt were: better 


that the World ſhould: be. de- 


ſtroy'd, -than rhe Order\-of - it 


loſt, which confiſts in conformi- 


ty to Truth and \Righteouſnels, 
' That which 1s unlawful for me 
todo, I am-notto put #3. Bro-. 


ther upon 3 for 19.this 1 thall a& 
the part of Satarfi” and make his 


fin avy own, though I donor per- 
_ commit it. 


NXKot ſuffering ſin upon others, 


' Where we can, have -any influ- 


ence-to reclaim them from it. 
How can we ſee-any of our fel- 
low-creatures falling into the fire 
of Hell, arid aur eye not affe®# 
Gur fares ſo far, as toendeavour 
the polling of them out? How 
can 


—_ ak a. os a oc Ec cc i a 
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"can we ſee the Devil leading cap- 
tive '{o- many Souls at bis own 
will, and not miſter up all. our 
force of perſwalive Arguments, 
for the bringing of them back £ 
H - God do but hold his ' peace, 
when we are 1n'trouble, and 
let: our-Temporal. Enemies: domi- _ 
neer a+ while over us uncon- - 
would, we are ready.to'cry out, - 
Whereis the founding of thy bow- 11a. 53- 
els 8: His fender eMlercies are” 
| Ar RY ato. queſtion" tn 
uch a caſe : And is there not 
more reaſon to-\doubt of our . 
own, - when; others are in the 
bands of more dangerous Spiri- 
txal Enemies, .'and we; do no-- 
thing. towards - the- reſcuing: or- 
freeing of them ? | 
- Lamenting for thole, whom: 3}. - 
we cannot reform. Our Lord ſet r 
us: an example in weeping - over 
Jeruſalem, becauſe. ſhe' would. 

E 3 not. 
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their incorrigi 
- wd, when 
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ot know in ber day: the things of 


ber peace, To- over: thoſe 
miſerable (tnners, > HTS ace ſtratt- 
end in thcir+ own bowels, and 
harden'd againft themſelves, Is 
a {ign' of Tendernefs: of Heart. 
The "Prophet 


they' would not 
hear bis publick InfiraQions, he 
(bould be'a private moproer ''for 
And 'Da- 
e beheld 4he tranſ- 
greſſours, was _ynvebelf for: then; 
;Tis real matter of ſorrow to {oe 
men diſtractedly werry in the 
moſt ' deſperate: circumſtances; 
that will not be»: brought "to 
themſclves'; to ſee'a/ "company: 
of Satans' Priſoners ## the bonds 
of iniquity, that will 'not accept 


of "the Liberty: proclaim'd © and 


purchalt by the Redeemer. - 
Dealing. gently with 'thoſe in 
whom we find atny bopefwl diſpo- 


ſttion 


told-the people of 
 the;Jews, that if os 


of a Tender Cdnſeience. 
ſition to 'Repentiince.' Tt is one 
thing to let men alone that have 
offended, and'another thing 'to 
treat them, as if we were glad 
of the opportunity 'to- vent. our 
own pride, or envy, 'or wrath a- 
ro them, Some take a mighty 
light in aggravaring and black- 

ning \the- fins 'of others, as if 
their Reproach, rather than their 

ation, were the thing de- 
fird. Joſeph uſed no fach rough- 
nes, when he diſcover'd himſelf 
w his *Brethren, and they were 
troubled at bis preſence 5 "Be not 


grieved ran he.) #or angry with Ge, 45, 
s (7c. not immoderate- 5 
of og you ſold me bither 5, for 
God did ſend me before you to 
preſerve life, He comforts them 
with the goodneſs of- the ever, 
when he might have infiſted on 
the foulneſs of their crime, Such 

2s have fautter'd through a jpirit 

E..4. of . 
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Gal, 6. 1, of infirwity, are. to be reſtored 
with a "ſpirit of meekneſs In 
ſach cafes we {hould be as un- 
willing to load them too-much, 
or cenſure themtoo hard, as our 


Mat.1.1g panje ſuppoſed Father, was to 


expole his real Mother; As a fa- 


vourable God. declares. bimſelf 


Epheſ. 4. ready to forgive, ſo will-a tender. 
3%  Fearteq Chriſtian be z muchmore 
forward to heal, than;to word, 
and'to take iu a Penitent, than 
thruſt out a Criminal. Mercy is 
Gods delight, and,if weare like 
bim, it muſt be ours. ark, 
who was Nephew to *Barnabar, 
had-once deſerted Pazl,” and. the 


work he was engaged in. ;- yetthe 


Colol. 4. cxders the Colgſ/:ars to. receive 
"8 him, if he came 10 them. 


-5., _Jelding up any leſſer priviledge. 


of. our own, for the. preventing 
of, a: greater injury and inconve- 
Bience, to another, We are. not. 


0. 


of © a Tender Conſcience? , Ih | 
to pleaſe our ſelves, but our neigh- Ro B36: 
| bour for his good to edification.s, * 
though it be ſome detriment to. 
our ſelves in an-inferiour reſpect. 
How muchiberer is it to ſacrifice 
| a little Carnal intereſt, than by 
_ | our rigorous claim, to. hinder 
| any* Spiritual good | What can 
| our-gazz be, . to: compenſate for 
our: Brothers loſs #2 Who can 
reckon him. to be. truly tender 
and pitiful, or.to have a juſt 
ſenſe of the worth of Souls-that: 
will not-deny himſelf, as to ſome 
fenſuat-inclinationg or ſccularad- 
vantage, - for the ſaving of» his: 
Brother efernaly ? This is not: 
like the Spirit of Parl, whomas 
ny times laid aſide the exerciſc of 
his lawful power, tor make him- 
ſelf more »ſef#ul and exemplary to: , 
the people. -. This is not like the © 
Spirit of Moſes, - who when God 
offered to.,make. him the. Head 
ES ' of: 


HE 


56: 


Exodus 
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of a Great N ation, if. he would: 
ceaſe his Interceſſzon for 1ſrael, 


52- 1% regarded their Publick Welfare, 


I4. 


more than: his Perfonal Dignity. 

Apain, Athank ful receiving. of 
Apreſs is.2 token:.of Tender+: 
neſs. Soft hearts account; the 
ſmeitings of righteous men a more. 
excellent Ol, than the ſmootheit 
words of deceitful - flatterers. 
T hoſe ;filthy Sepalchres that love 
to be painted, and daubed with 
untemper'd mortar, do certainly 
partake of the hardneſs of ſtone. 
None affect pullows under their 
elbows, but ſuch'as have: a-mind 
to' ſ/eep oz 1n (in. If it be our 


 defire and _delign'to walk worthy 


of God, we {hall rejoyce that a- 
ny one will concern: himſelf fo 
far about is, as to admoniſh us, 
when we walk diſorderly. How 
abſurd 'is it to. be diflatisfied 
with - a faithful reprover, unleis 
we 


of "a Tender Conſcience. 97- 
\ | we have too-much kindneſs to 
> | the fon reproved ? If the doing 
| of thoſe things which are plea- 
-» I ſing to God, be our real pleafure, 
f | and the grieving of bis Spirit the 
þ 
| 


higheſt grief to us, how glad 
mult webe to meet with a Friend 
that ſhews us the errour of our 
way £ How welcome muſt his 
|| wounds, be, who acquaints. us 
> | with the cruth of our cafe, and 
| direts/1is* to' the moſt ſafe and 
” Þ ſpeedy cure ? The Wiſdom which 
is from aboveis recommended by 
this Character among others, that. 
| Þf it iseaffe to be intreated, When jam. 3. 
* || it is an bard matter to faſten ſe- 17 
+ | rions Counſels npon men, or to. 
make them bear ſome neceflary 
 Rebukes, it ſhews that Folly # 
bound up too much-in their hearts 
ſtill. - He that would not be told! 
when he does amiſs, is ever 
likely-to dp well. k 
n 
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15. | In the. next” place, An im-. 
provement of thoſe very Conſtde-. 
rations to the- mortifying . of. (in, 
which others abuſe. to cheriſb 1t, 
Tender hearts are. melied.. with 
the; ſame_'Sun , , whereby. hard 
heafts-are: harden'd , more. The 
(Heedreſs_of God. encourages o-. 
thersin. their, izepenitevcy , but 

«. leatls them jo Repentance.: Divine; 
Patience tempts-.others to. go 02; 
in their treſpaſſes, . whereaz they, 
are invited. by .it to break them. 
off,, Sparing Mercy prevails more. 
with them, . than, puniſhing Fu-. 
ſlice. with. the common Inhabi-, 
tants of the World, That long- 
ſuftering which makes others 7 -. 
lay their, Duty, makes them to, 

» apply.themſclves more diligently 
t0.it, Wicked, men alwayes ar- 

gue peryerſcly ;.. * If, God hath. 
© forbpro me hitherto, I may pre-- 
*ſyme upon it /tz4,, and. fo fol-- 
| rae; = law. 


» 


of-'4 "Tender ; Conſcu nee. > a 
8 < low my.old courſe : -Gaod mer 
| argue after a quite contrary: 
n, | manner 3 . * Since that God hath: 
t, £* been _ fo ; favourable: to. zve;,- L 
th £* will-be the more zealous to do! 
rd N* execution upon wy Laſts. Some. 
1. turn the Dodrine. of Grace into- 
0-. ſa.motive.to Laſciviouſneſs 5 but 
ut; Na. Spirit. rightly fram'd, makes 
1e;ſluſe-of it as a ſpur to Obedience. 
21, (Paul mentions the other un- 
rounded concluſions with great 
zbhorrence 3. Shall we continue in.Rom. 6. . 
bs, that grace may abound 2. God.” * 
. Yfarbid.. So, | ſhall we : ſim becauſe'yer, 14. 


, ve are not uader the law, -but un-- 


pr der grace 2 God forbid £ Some 
=. kpply the-Bloud of Chriſ#.to the. 
to, Foot of their . Corruptions, as if 


t. were intended to keep them 
alive, and make them fruitful; 
nd they uſe. the Croſs. of Chriſs. 
. Þs. a prop to: the Devils Garr1- 
ans. , but where the Heart is 
duly. 


— hy 
4 F 
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duly. foftencd, it will be an E- 


gine or Inſtrament to break them 


down. The thoughts of a Cru- 


 cified Redeemer- work genuine 


Contrition, in -thoſe that are 
called according 10 Gods purpoſe; 
where the Spirit of Grate is 
| powred out, men look, upon: Chriit 
' whom they have preryed, and mourn 


for him.” 


Laſtly,” A unnal atehdtincs 
to the Divine Rule and Stand. 
ard- of all acceptable /eligiow 
Worſhip, We have beet} often 
urg'd, - and do freely"own- ourſf 
ſelves obligd, to ati exefcife c 
Tendernefſs, in the caſe of "Dif 
obedience to Authority ; bat it car 
be #o ſin to refuſe what another 


- can have #0 authority to enjoyn. 


The charge of Obſtz#acy will no 
lye againſt us, till it be firltÞ 


&_ made clear , that the -Will c 


Man muſt regulate the Service 0 
God, 


of a Tender. Conſciente: 


- nd; 3wpoſe 'what the Creatour 


ippers perform.'\ The. Diſciples, 


| ' cor: 
0d; and- that 'a' Creature -is, 
pmmiſiioned both to invent: 


; Bf Chrifs tranſgreſt, the tradition Mat.1 5.2 


Hs 
m 
UY- 
ne all. approve , and his Wors: 
re 
e5 
Fo 


is Bf the-Clders, and: broke an Un- 
;riptural Canon of the Fewiſp 
ruÞhurch,: 10 eating * Bread with 
nwaſhenhands : Yet our Sayiour 
ges.exprelly vindicate them as 
-Þ \this-point,. and: pronounces, 


enffYe have been likewiſe very 
arneſtly; preft, and readily ac- 
nowledge our ſelves bound to 
/udy the Unity of the Church, 
id. to be: tender of tearing and 
ding it by needleſs Separati- 
$'3 but this Advice will be 
dund.to concern'/thoſe that cauſe 


viſions and offences, for where , 
h offence is given, as creates 
neceſſity of dividing, there 


can 


Fat they were #0t defiled by It, ver. 20; 


Rom, 16» 
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| can be'no (infil breach of Uni: 
ty objected, If men apprehend 
the terms of Communion with 0 
thers to be ſuch, that-thev muſt 
either ſeparate from them,” or de 
part from the. Rule, - 'tis thei 
manifeſt Duty to chuſe the- for 
mer rather than the latter; - 'We 
' are commanded to live peaceabl 
with all, #s- much as in us lyes © 
But-we/are not commanded tof 
ſacrifice Truth or - Purity fi 
Peace. . And befides Peace ma 
be preſerved, - though-:there bg 
an at veidable difference 1n C 
pinion (and conſequent!y in Pra 
ice) through variety -of light 
ſo long as'perſons do only judg 
for themſelves, and: maintaiff 
Chriſtian Charity. towards thol 
whom they differ from.: I 
ſhort, / the *Bib/e..is the commuſh: 
meaſure 'which all 'our - Servicahi 


fhould be: direRted. by: 3 - and 


- 


of a Tender Conſcience. . 10g. 
we behave our: ſelyes:#4 the Houſe 
nBaf God otherwiſe then that ap- 
O'Fronnts, we ſhould: reckon ic-a 
Ul bchauionr. We ruſh too haſti- 
IeYy into the Divine; Preſence, if 
clEwe do riot firſt ſeriouſly ask'our 
orSpwn Hearts concerning thoſe 
VN $Þparticular atts. which: we. go a- 
ibout, Whe: hath required fuch If. 1.12, 
'S \ hinge as. Our. hands £''For to do 
Shar which-- God hath rot requi- 
10iFea, may. be as pernicious, as the 
naſFeaving of what he hath requir'd, 
of® _- 
ra} - The f53}hb Head; is to open; 
ghiSherein the pleaſiwgrieſs of this 
dofloly - frame | and diffoſition ta - 
talYog. does appear. 1.ſhall'men- 
nolfion only four- inſtarces: of the 
[Futh of -it, which as -they are 
meck'd by the frequent Experi- 
vicehce of Gods Servants, will: be 
nd Yough to prove, that: a. Tender 
4”. --* Heart; 
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Heart is moſt ufter: his. -- 
'Fiſt ; - Audzence- of Prayer 
God liſtens more "to the chatterſhy 
ings and groans of fuch perſon 
endued- with this gracious tem 
per, than. to all rhe Ahetoricl 
and E/ogrence of 'other-men, Bel 
cauſe | thou haſt humbled: #hy ſelho 
... when thou -heardeſt what 1. Jpakh 
«gainſt this -place, and: haſt "wey 
before me; (lay _ _ on | 
here) {ul 
When Souleave wrought. 0p 4 % / 
ſuch a' ſoftneſs as this, God*taky 
Notice, with great delight of th the 
leaft oy re that drops' frody, 
them. So Jeſw Chriſt appen 
__ © to the Prop yin naar A in.s 
, that from the ay, ' that 8 
pag — fed mk before 
| od, this words were heard. Th, 
Song 2. vwice of Gods mouriing Dove: 
_— fwcet in the Ears :of Heavell,y 
heron is more harmony in thol 
brol 


" pf a Tender Conſcience. voy, 
roken' ſighs than in the chiming 
rownd of ten thouſands words chat 
roceed from feigned Lips, God- 
ks to thoſe that tremble at bs 16.56. 2. 
rd, with"the higheſt compla- 
ency;'and ul/ their: deſires are bes ps. ,3.9, 
Gre him.- This is argument e- 
Mouph of! his peculiar favour 10 
ch3: for: though it-be:the /20- 
Mpor Duty ob all perſons to ſend - 
ap their Peritions: to'God, it is 
lot the common Priviledge of all 
tÞ bave them gracioufly veceivs. 
_, David vdes that'God 
On away his mercy —55.ul, 
Bom him, becauſe "he had | not 
Al daway tie ” EIT ENTES: 
if BecondMy," eſerv rt ion from 2, * 
 ſÞundatice of guiliwhich others 
into. Solomon ſpake' as the 
racles- of God, when: he faid, 
is the man that ſeareth al-  " 
"; for evils Which: mourns 14 
 wrawares are'always the wo 4 
F an 
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and-do us the greateſt milchie 
but the leaſti\danger is from tho 
that are. weſt Juſpeced, ' Whe 
Conſcience 1s laid waſt, - it is 
moſt deplorable ſtare on th 
fide of Hel : Men run eway inf 
to all- manner of wickedneſs 
like wild horſes. with: the :þit ig 
their months, They who are pi 

_ 4: feeling, give themſelves over t 
work all uncleanneſs' with greedi 

eſe, We fee, that as; 00: be | 
are t99 gpoſs-t0'be: baliened; þ 
bo vilexice. art, too black to bÞ 
committed ig the Reman Church 
where'their| hearts (like. that ae 
x» ar, the Leviathan) ere: #s_firut. as fu 
fone, ana. hard 4i'a piece of tif 
ether m{ſtone, | The Holy Ghol 
' mentions the .wether., becauſn 
that being.to beaf the weight 
the «pper, is-ufually the folidellh 
_- and ftrongeſt of the-two,]-No 
16.46.12 AFC ſo; far from re re' 1 4 
| « th 


| of a Tender: Conſcience; aw31 

"nl ſtout-bearted. -Judicial-«ob- - 
G7 «trons therefore-many times- ' 
epoken of 110: Scriprure, / as the 
h@Þrerunner.of deſtruction 3: this 
Gas / the greateſt .\plagye. which 


inſÞod ſent upon Pharaoh: ; and 94 


{Þ in-the-caſe of Schon, K ing of Deur. 2. 
eſpbon,\Godharden'd"h#- ſpirit, 30 
uſed made bis beart obſtinate, that 
might cur bim oft... For this 
areaion, 'the: Church. makes !+hat 
qper bittereft. complaint; Ob Loy - $24 


(oy beft than macle ne t0:077- from ic. 
Þ) wayes, and harden'd our hearts 
item thy: fear ? , Hardening  of- 

| cen fromthe feariof God, -pro-/ 
#Juces thatſad effect (of erring 
tigom the wayes of 'Ged ;-and this: 

of an affliifting token .of Divine” - 
uſJnger. . On rhe contrary, when 

t oy his/fear, we are 'kept,in /his! 
eſſpayes, 'ris a mark of bisfavour:; 
onfbis day we: perceive that the Lord'5 on. :2. 
, $among #1, becanſe ye' have not 3" 
th Com 
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committed: this theſpaſs ugarnſt ti 
Lords Wirhoutdoubt,'if6finbÞ 
the:greateſt:ev?l; .theipibvenriof 
of-it is the greateſt a&t-of:.mere 
s ngy 22. * and. mk gonb-a wall." | Tibe: month 
ayes':the Will 


I Het hk , 
red of the Lav, fant" fa - 


2 here Special protection frodh 
threatening -cleacities 'Wereadfpe 
Jer. 36. that Jehdjakine and his-Comrti 
24% © Whowwerevek afraid atiche-hearf 
8. 20,31; 1, ingof the terrible.-Roll, felt th q 
Contents:| of! it to their: .ooſt en 
 Whereasthes Prophet; who'in oft: 
bedienceito God; made Confciſer 
ence 'of: difating, and: * Barudiy. 
ver. 26. 'who-writiis, [were both ſhelcerÞe 
by:Providence. How: oftenhawþe 
welſcen,: that they. who woul/ 
not wake-i[ye3-4 beir” refuge, hav 
- found refuge tn God, and ſuch-aJac 
ERIN hide” themjetueſbr 


' unde 


% @\ Tender Conſcience.” og 
fulſhood ,c; have! been: his 
# 0n6s, 11 &; peculiar-man». 
wt When other Hypocrites-af- 
r:all their baſe proſtitatiozs arid: 
x did.  ſubmeiſſrons,, i have ., been: 
pltly expoſed ,. like the! Conrti 
wthout the Temple, which: was: 
cetold to: be giver to' the Ge erate) 
les, | How many have deprav'd: 
omfne Doctrine of 'Chrilt, -only left: 
bey ſhould ſuffer perſecution for 
miſe Croſs of Chri8t, and God-hath: 
a-\.ighteoully ſo order'd theevent, 
hat ry have fail d:of their in- 
t ation -?- Men that: have. aim'd 
1c nothing elſe, butto. be-wiſe 45 
citerperts, have been flung: to death 
:0y-their own.contrivance;. when. 
r@e more: harmleſs Doves, and: ' 
ey that were imple concerning. 
al&$5/, .haye;cſcapd; the: Birds: of 
ez. Deviliſh: W/dom creeping: 
+aJader the name-and' ſhadow. of 
m___ Prudence , hath done: 
at more 


1 


V 
LF 
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o 
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more: miſchief to- mens. rerpord 


concerns, than'the 'moſt are ap- 


prehenfive of. 'Foſeph was faiths 
fal:to his-truſt, and kept his 24 - 


tegrity, and fared the"better forf}. 


tar laſt;'* though hes ſuffered : 
white 5 a falſe accuſation threw 
him'into *Priſoz, but the'Lord 
was with him , and ſhewed bin 
mercy, and "gave bim favour in 


' the ſrgbt of his keeper, who com- 


mitted- all into Mis hand, and 
that very confinement made way 


for his greater 'advancement in 


Pharaohs Court, © The inſtance 
of Mordecai'is rather more re 
ma: kable, .&vho 1aid/ open: him 
{lf and the: whole people f 


the Jews to the rage and malice 


Eſth, Z' 2o 


of Haman, a'preat Courtier and 
Favourite, with Abafaerws,, by ti 
not bowing,-or doing reverence 10 
him, The Reaſons of this refu 
ſal, were not either Prize, c 

En) 


ſon, or contempt of the Royal 
injunction, but he could not do 


1t upon a Conſcientious account; 


for 1. Many 'Learned Men do 
think that the reſpe&t-requir'd, 
was not only Cizil, but 'eligi- 
ow 5, the Kings of *Perſia com- 
monly. expecting and receiving 
no- leſs than Divine Adoration 
from their Sabje&s, which Mor- 
decei, a Few, had learnt to give 
to none, but God only. 2. This 
Haman was an intamouſly wick- 


4 ed man, and 4 ſuch, he muſt þ; 


needs be contemned in the eyes of 
eMordecai, 2}. He was by Na- 
tion an Amalekite, of the race 


of a Tender Conſcience, www 
Envy againſt his particular per- 


Co IJ. 6. 
I 5. 4+ 


of Agag, who was bewn in pieces Exodus 


by Sammel, and God had oblig'd '7' 15 


the [ſraelites to*oppoſe that ac- eu. 2+, 


Apes 3 ſo that ſuch external ho- 
nour could not be paid to him 
F without 


curſed people in all ſucceſſive 15. 
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without fin. . However this (as 
I-ſaid) was like to have had a 
very fatal iſJue ; but God ſea- 
ſonably and :marvellouſly inter- 


0] 
tl 
tl 


0 


poſed 31 Hawans. plot was defeat- £4 
ed, himſelf havged;, his Eſtate 6 


confiſcated, the Jews delivered, 
eMordecai preferr'd, and they 


that were to be their Exccntion- 4 


ers, univerſally cut off. 
Fourthly, Comfort \in Death, 
If they periſh, yet their expeda- 


tion daes not; if their end ſeem P 


to be never ſo Tragica), as to 


the outward circumſtances of it, 


yet they .really abound in hope, 
So this Joſiah in the Text, - was F* 


according to the Divine -Pro- 
miſe, gathered to his grave in 


peace, though he dyed-in .battle, 


becauſe:he was in a ſtate of re-þ 


conciliation to God, and the laſt 


Enemy .could do him no-hurt ;Þ 


for if a good man expire in-thef 


open 


of. a Tender Canſeience; 
. Roper: Field, and in. the mid(t of 
\ the, ſounding Trumpets, and 0- 
. ther ratling Inſtruments of War, 
. Wyet bis end is peace, and he falls 
eHeep more quietly, than a ſinner 
Fon on his hed of. ivory. - This 
the more obſervable, as to 
oſieh, becauſe that concluding 
& of. his Life, had ſomething 
more of blame in it, than any 
dther. of his mentioned. in' the 
Bible He bearkened not unto the 
words of Necho from the month 
God, It: is true, that this 
pious. Prince bad | no. politive 
pround. to believe. what the Hea- 
her King pretended, but rather 
night have. ſome reaſon to mif- 
uſt a fallacy 3 Dremel it 
; Fyould have done well,” it he 
had conſulted God about it, be= 
ve ;he went to fight. 3 his-ne- 
plet.of doing this, was a fax/ty 


2//2or, and his untimely Death 
a rs 


113 
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immediately thereupon, may be 
lookt upon, 'notonly as'a pariſh 
ment to his people, but a rebuke | 
to him : And yet the lgbt offi: 
Gods tountenance thined through 
thoſe: Evening \Clonds, and after 

- he had his mortal wonndhe went 
. triueephant to Heaven. Such 
ſtrong Conſolations; when'the flefb 
# failing vs, are the fulleſt evi- 
dence of "Gods approving us: 
: They -whom he ſweiles npor in 
-their dying moments, are his dar- 
lings indeed, and his doing it 
chen, 'will 'be recompence- e- 
nough, though he ſhould frowr 
upon us all our dayes befare, / 1 
God lets his fervants depart in 
peare, '((hke old Simeon) 'tis a 
mighty Mercy. ©. 


\) \* 
— WW 


_ " The fevemh General,” is to 
| give the Reaſons why this frar 
of heart does find ſach' accept 


ance 
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of. -@" Fender Conſciense, 
ance with God.. Several things 
might be. alleadged-to this pur- 
pole z but: the four. tollowing are 
Jet 

Firſt, Becauſe 1t is a ſpecial 
fruit of bis own Spirit, God can- 
not- take -plealure in any thing 
that's ors, (for all that's born of 
the fleſh, muſt ſavour of corrup- 
tzon) - but that which hath been 
planted and produced by him- 
(elf, may very well be delightful 
to him. It is. oo ſtrange thing 


for God to-pals. a ſentence.of 


approbation upon his proper 
works : At the finiſhing of the 
Old Creation, Moſes very natu- 
rally concludes his account of it 


with this z God. ſaw every thing ..._ _. 
that he had made, and behold it 2. 


was. very good; But the Atrw 
Creation in every part..of it af- 


fords a much more rejoycing - 
proſpett to:God,... both'as it is a 


F 3 glo- 


= 


I» 
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gloriqus conquelt'of greater” dif: 
fienlties, and as the iffue of it ex: 


pretles, a greater conformity toll 


himſelf; for the work of Gran 
s'not only beſet with more ob- 
ſtructions, than'thoſe of Nature, 
but when tt is brought ro paſs, 
the Divine Tmage'is/ more clear- 
ly tbe 8ierned itt? than it 
thebelk of then,” This holy drf- 
Poft.ion therefore berg the pe- 
culiar efte& of 'the” optration of 
God, is emmently grateful and 
pleafing to him upon! that ſcore. 
_ Secondly, Becauſtit is a dr 
fiingnſbirng Excellency, which be- 
longs to his choſer people, Where- 
of the far- greater part of the 
World is defticute; | How few 
are there*comparattvely among 
'bigh of Jow, that deſerve fich 
'a good report, as is here given to 
this King of Judah! How much 
cauſe migit .we have upon the 
 {crutiny, 
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of a Tender Conſcience, 
ſeratin ny, 00 lay, as the-Preacher 
did, 


any ſuch pronciplepprevail in the 


general pradice of mankind | 


What is' it, that hath met with 
more Contempt and Reproach, 
than this very thing, of Tender- 
neſs of Conſcience ! As David was 


ſcorn'd' and 'Jaught at, when be Pll. 69. 


wept, aud chaſtened his ſoul. How ** 
bave the odjous names of *Peev- 


ahneſs, *Preciſeneſs, and a Super- 


flitiow Underſtanding, &c, been 


falten'd upon it /- So far are ma- 


ny from a diligent exerciſmg OY 24. 


themſelves to it, (as indeed they 
ſhould, with the 4poſtle *Parl,) 
that by the prophaneſt ſort" of 
Drofery, they have made it their 
buſineſs to diſcourage it in others, 
But for this very reaſon, - it 1s 
the more amiable and lovely in 
Gods fight, when it appears in 
F 4 - bis 


man among a thouſand Eccl, 7; 
have I found. ! How lictle does 38: 
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his own Servants 3 the leſs 'tis 


_ regarded by common perſons, the 
greater eſteem. it hath with him. 


. » A 
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' rare, is moſt beautiful, Noah 

BY 6. found grace 11 the eyes m— the Lord, 
being perfeF in a very wicked 
generation. 

J Thirdly, Becauſe It 1s. the 
cleareſt proof of a living ſtate. 
How unpleaſant. 'Objects muſt 
dead Souls be to a God that moſt 
frequently wn Scripture ſwears by 
his Life, as an Attribute which 
he chiefly glories in. | - What 
Converſe or Communion can 
there be between him, the -Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and groſs and 
heavy. Carcaſſes £ (For ſinpified 
ſinners are no better than ſuch.) 
So far as men are_pas# feeling 1n 
the matters of Religion, they 
are truly void of, Life .z, when 
they have lolt. their ſenſe of 200 

an 


That Holine& which is . moſt. 
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and Duty, it ſhews that they are 
under the power of Death, We 
conclude things that -are inſenfi- 
ble, to beinanimate'; (Owe can- 
not but ſuppoſe, that the Life of 
God 1s extin,* where all Spirz- 
taal perception is deſtroyed, The 
very firſt at of Divine Qwicken- 
ing is inſtantly manifeſted by this 
reſtored” faculty of diſcerning 3 
afſoon"as God hath breathed upon 
our ary Bones, we are that very 
'moment furniſhed with Tendcr 
Hearts, Burt let none who com- 
plain of remaining bardneſs, raſh» 
lyinfer from hence, that they 
are not yet made alive ;, upon 
theſe two accounts, remembring 
that, 1. It 1s-a, conſiderable de 
gree of Tenderneſs, to be ſenſib/c 
of Hardnefs.” 2. The more our 
Tenderneſs increaſes, .the'' more 
ſenſible we'ſhall be'of the Hard- 
neſs which remains.-+ '* 

F.5 Fourthly, 
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1 Fourthly, Becauſe this temper 
.of Soul-is the. higheiF pitch..o 
ſencerity, and the 2 weareſt Ani; 
to ſinleſs perfeltion, God willno 
communicate himſelf ro any but 
ſach as draw near with a trutl- 
heart, and. we'can- have no'bet- 
ter token to aſſure our hearts that 
they are #rxe, than-when we find - 
them tender. God cannot be di/ 
pleaſed with thoſe that are duely 


, afraid of diſpleaſng kim ; for bi 


Eyes are upon the Teuth , and 
where ſuch a fear is, 'tis impolll 
ble that. there ſhould be prevai. 
ing Hypocriſie. And then, it 
the furtheſt ſtep -which- we canfſ - 


take, towards ws perfect Holi 


neſs, 'which-is-the ociviledge i 

Heaven; ſuch a-conftant jp 1 
con of {1n, , and watebfulneſs a 
gainſt/it,  s\the.next remove tc 
- betty without #.'|; No Milian 
Saint is fo like to, A odor on 


p 
* 


S 
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as he that- fyes fromthe leaſt ſha- 
dow of evil, which, he ſees prr- 

bl .fareg him 3 ſuch an one is_ the 

x1 livelyeſt reſemblance of what 

uf 4ize/f ſhall be,. when he comes 

if - to: down with Abraham, Iſaac, - 

il 4:4 Jacob in-the kingdom of God, 

af So that they who. are Singing 

df - before his Throne, - can be but 

NN ſome degreesmare acceptable to 
God, than. theſe. that ſerve hia 
trembling «t bis Foot. 


The eighth and laſt thing, is yur, 
to. Apply the whole, which I 
(hall. do, in a twofold Uſe, wa... . 
of laforwatier, and Cxhortation. 


Firſt, By way of ſnformation; Tſe x. 
+. 19 theſe four Branches, . | 

3 Firſt, We may reafenably.in- x, 

< ferr from hence, that they who 

Ai are eaſt, concerned about Gods 

 - Siſpleaſure, are the be” 
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full moſt under it, The bardened þ 
Sinners lot is the "/Feverſe of all 
theſe good Tidings to the Ten- 
der-hearted. Such as live after 
the moſt ſecure- and: regardleſs 
manner, are Veſſels of the hotteſt 
Wrath, 'none.fo wretched, as 
they that cry (like eMoſes in a- 
nother caſe), Let me not ſee my 
wretchedneſs ; none 10 manifeſt- ſk 
ly paſt cure, as they that think 
themſclves ſafe, when they-can 
avoid Convition; who run from 
the clamours of Conſcience, as it 
Hagar went at a diſtance from 
the crzes of Iſhmael, Men never 
expoſe A ow ſo emich to the 
Indignation of God, as when 
they labour moſt - induſtriouſly 
to ſtifle all apprebenfions of it. 
Internal checks and admonitions 
are ſuch'a Mercy, as the crowing 
of the Cock wasto Peter ; and Þ 
fuck .as do not think them fo, 
and 
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and improve them accordingly, 
innot hope; that there is 'any 
ercy in” ſtore for them, 
Secondly, ' It muſt needs be 
he Wifdonr and Intereſt of Rulers 
o ſhew/favour and encourage- 
nt to Tender Conſciences. (And 
t is at this day a National Bleſ 
ing, that we have ſuch over av, 


ag are really convinc'd of it.) 


Magiftrates are-the Miniſters of 
od; and therefore whar is ap- 
rov'd by God, ſhould be coun- 
enanc'd by them. And thereis 
othing which can- be more to-. 
heir own Advantage, Reputa- 
ion, or Eſtabliſhment; Whata 
oſs, and diſhonour, and danger 
ould it be for a "Prince -to be 
erved by none-but thoſe, that 
1ave caſt off. the fear of God, and 
0 have looſened the principal 
bond of their Allegiance to man ! 

hat confidence: can he put mn - 
it thoſe, - 
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thoſe, or what ſucceſs can he ex 
pect from them, who have at 
Arbitrary Liberty of doing az 
thing which anſwers their pur 
poſe, or leaving any thing undot 
that's unuſeful ta themſelves { 
Where the tes of Conſcience ar 
moſt ſtri&ly held, as the Preſer 

of God may be beſt hoped for 
to give ſuccels to Publick. e/#4 

wagements, {o the Truſt which! 
repos'd, 1 ſafcft from beirig br 
tray d. 

Thirdly, Whatever gaizf 
circumſtances any perſons are 1 
which do any way «gage. ther 
in the #navoidable- violation ( 
Duty, "tis plain from this Dc 
Crine, that they are bound t 
alter them. ; for holy ternderne 


muſt be maintained, though th}. 
unlawful means. of our fubſiftendy 


be totally given-up.. Jt woul 


befar 


* ” 
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do well, if this were confiderey} 


-of 4 Tender Canfcience, 12.5 
XJ before hand by all,. in the choice 
S_of their. {cveral Profeſſzons ;- but 
where. that prevertive Femcey 
hath been omitted, this muſt | be 
*-applyed- afterwards... Some are 
ſo (rangely 72o/vd among a 
J multitude of ſaares, that it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary to quit the ſtq- 
tion they are in, if they have a_ 
4 miad to be diſertangled : And 
it behoyes.every. one. to reckon 
that employment accurfed, which 
cannot ' be followed without fu; 
yea, when a Chriſtian. finds it 
(though but* almoſt) i»vincibly 
difficult to abide with God in his 
* Caling,-'tis paſt all controverlie, 
I think, that he ought to leave 
it, and (not. to live in 7dlereſs 
x upon Alms, but) to take fome 
FJ - other method, which is ore 2#- 

v-ocent, and leſs hazardows.. 

Fourthly,. This will-teach. us, 4. 
+ That thoſe things which might 
perhaps 
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perhaps have ſome landable - uſeQAl 
in their fri appointment and ob-fV 
ſervation; ſhould: be laid aſide, ſc 
when they come to be perverted ÞC 
The Brazen Serpent which whenÞ© 
firſt made by Moſes, was the In-f 
ſirument of a wonderful Cure, f# 
as well as a ſignificant Type of" 
Chriſt, and after that continued Þſ 
among the people for many F* 
years, as a ſtanding memorial of i 
the goodneſs of God 3 yet m li 
Hezekiahs'dayes, 'when it was a-P* 
buſed to © [dolatry , he is com- 

> "mended for breaking- it in pieces, 

" The Love-Feaſts among the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians 1n the times of 
the Apoſtles, were originally ce- 
lebrated, for the ' preſervation 
and increaſe of mutual Charity 
and Friendſhip *; - but when at 
length they became the occaſions 
of notorious diforder, (which 
Pay! begun to take notice 0 

| among 
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cyamong the Corinthians ) they 


yo 


Aa 


were juſtly-condemned. and for-'1 Cor. 


J born. by the Churches of Chriſt, ;,” ** 


/ So the Holy K3/3, -mentioned in 
nſveral of the Epiſtles, which the 
. Believers were wont to Greet one 
 (#nother with, (and which was 
{Kin ancient cultom of Salutation 


{practiſed amongſt the Few, ) was 


yt laſt prudently forbidden and 
{Piſafed, 41n their Sacred Aſem- 
1 Þ/7es, when they ſaw that it 0» 
.Þ<ned a- door. to Laſcitiouſheſs, 
[As indeed Helogiows AﬀeRions 
; Þre too prone to-degenerate in» 
yo Carnal, and that which begins 
\(b: the Spirit, too' often ends in 
be Fleſh.) 


/ Secondly, A word of Bxbor: Of 2. 


t$-t7on, which 1s this ; Labour to 
tain and preſerve this bleſſed 


eat- price in the ſight of 


«me of Heart, which is of ſuch) 


123 The Duty and Bleſſing 
In order to it, Fake the enfuin 
DireTions. 
1. Firft, Strive to #ncreaſe 3: op 
ritual Knowledge. Study-to 
your winds with Light, +6 
would have your hearts endue 
with Tenderneſs, God nevi 
Deut. 29. gyves 412 Peart" 10 percieve, ' b 
+ wherehe gives alan ve to 
It is obſervable, "that they w! 
were paſt feeling, and gave thei 
ſelves over to a greedy working | 
- hel. 4, ##clearmeſs, (in the place be 
, I9e cited,)' had their underſt, 
darkened, and were alienated 
the life of Goal, through the ig 
Pance that was in thee, Ignoran. 
and ſtupidity, are very naturaſ 
linkt together ; -and it is to, 
. expected , that where there: 
moſt blindneſs, there (hould Þ, 
the greateſt hardneſs, The m 
thing, which the -»otzox of Col 
ſcience carries iN it,” is the a#; 
Cal 


of"\x" Tender Conſcience. 429 
WB-ation of general knowledge to 
articular ations ; and therefore 
Y; he /eſr\'we know, the worſe we 
ſire ltke'to do. + 
Secondly, Make not your 2, 
ue {nowledge oſeleſs , and neglet 
eVnot the Lighe which "God hath 
OÞivert you, by taking Things pon 
/ ct Go other perſons. © Why 
Ah God  farniſhr you' with a 
— ſeeing, if he intended, 
ers ſhould lad you bland: 
CIC i 2 Wherein is this better, 
\ groping at noon day, when 
© have the advantage of dz- 
2g! Bing our own ſteps ? He that 
raleceives the dictates of' any o- 
ater man, without examination, 
tO Way ſwallow mortal Poiſon, 1n- 
read of wholeſome Food, and be 
Id deed \ in. the Chambers of Death 
MBcfore he is aware. The beſt 
Co d ſafeſt courſe, is to prove all ' —_ 


a)Firgs. We are not truly Gene- ? 
Cal | YOM 
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Gal. 6.5. oye 


ge 


_ 2» 


to be in aother Souls 


' Geſpelmore than Peters Prodiceyy 


The Duty and. Bleſſing 
rows Chriſtians,” unleſs we be like. 
the zoble * Bereans, who ſearc 
the Scriptures of. the Old Teſt 
ment, before they would credi 
the Preaching: of the Apoſtle: 
themſelves, thoſe. Penmen of the 
New. Take heed theretore © 
beipg deceivd. by.the.. plauſible 
engagements of _ others ,. to 'bea 
you harmleſs before God; ther 
may be ſomething, of /\(betorics 
12 that way. of, arguing, but nc 
thing.of Reaſor 3. for how can 1 
£ _— do. this ?. Ev 
muſt bear his own burden: and 
it. is not ſyppoſable for one Sou 
ſtead. 
Thirdly , Let not FRO 
ſway you ſo much as Precepts.. | 
"Barnabas hid.regarded Chriil 


——-x" OI Tas  YtgSPpmMW”H »Y% 


(which he ſhould have done) q 
had not” been .carried away wil hi 
Judaizing diffi nation, - - L 


of. F Tender Confeieiice. rr 
guide our courſe by" preſidents, - 
inſtead of walking according to 
"$r#/e, Conſcience may 'ſoon be 
ipwrackt, The former Gover- 


"Ezours who had been before Ne- Net. «; 


fl hermriah, were chargeable to the rs 
people, they had-oppreſt them, 
Sand inſulted over them, 'but 

© did riot he, -becariſe of the fear of 
God, We mnſt not be frighted 
Jand' ſcar'd 'with the "reproach of 
ingularity 5 though all men ſhould 


Ybe offended m Chriſt, let us re- 
Iolve-never to be offended..z but 
carry our ſelves hike thoſe two 
frighty men whom David had, 
that ſtood and oppoſed the Ph3- 2 $am. 
liftins, when the people of Iſrael 23-9» 10, 
were gone away and fied. Tas 
' Fourthly, Decline all unneceſ= 4. * 
ary'converſe with bad men. The 
Jews would not go into'the pub- 
lick Fudgment-HaP, when 'our 
JLord was arraign'd before Plate, 


ef 


132: The Duty aud Bleſſing 
= 18. left they ſhould be  defiled by the 
5” company of the Geatiles which | 
crowded there: They were jea- 

lous of a Ceremonies! defilement, 

we have-more reaſon to fear a 
eHoral pallation by tog near ap-ſ] 
proaches to-wicked men, when 

we may eaſily keep our ſelves at 

a diſtance 56th them. The Chri- 

ſtians were. commanded /to hate 

Jude 23. evew the garments ſpatted with the 
fleſh 3 and to manifeſt their ba- 
tred, by ſhunning/all femiliar#ty 
with ſych'; 4a alluſion to the 
Law of Moſes,” (as ſome think), þ; 
that whoſoever. toucht.. the bed of &t 
* him that had a zuuning iſſue; we ft « 
to waſh bis clothes, aud bathe him 
ſelf in water, and be unclean. til Id : 
the even. Sad Experience Ay E 
convince of. the. xuining . hazard fie 
of accuſtomed ſociety with 100- ul 
phane and carnal perſons; if weſhd 
VERture.Our ſelves among thak;, it 
by 
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of -a Tender Conference; 
5y .w hem Holinelsi1s mock'd and 
derided, we may be too quickly 
vrought to diſapprove afd con- 
» $emn it alſo, and: to - fit down in 
a Be ſeat of the ſcorafidl with them, 
"| Fifthly, Beware of /axe inter- 
1 Yret ations. of S cripture-'Precepts. 
there is ſo great a Latitude al- 
- fow'd in ſome *Pradical Divini- 
ef, that to (teer by ſuch conduct, 
7ould gradually deſtroy all the 
enderneſs, which we are ob- 
gd to maintain, Too many 
wides of Souls have preſumed to 
iden Chriſts ſtrait Gate , and 
t the hedges of his narraw way 
t a greater diſtance. - Laodicear 
kewarmneſs hath been repreſent- 
] as no abſolute ſin, but rather 
Y of an indifferent nature (as if to 
dhe neither hot nor cold, 'were e- 
-Yuiyalent with mweither good nor 
ed), :though God threatens it 


4 


J 


fo 
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2 hich ſpewing out of his mouth. *<"- 3 


y The 


® Mart.-z 2, 


The Duty and Bleſſing 
The third” Contmundment: hath 
been expounded to extend to 1 


forbidding of nothing but Perjury; 


which the vain Sweerer will be 
glad to catch at. - Our Saviour 
prohibition of idle words, hath 


" been reſtrain'd 'to malhcidiy re 


proaches-,of Religion, and the 
means to confirm it 5 whereby 
ſome may hope the better to ju 
ſtifie (or at leaſt to excuſe) thei 


fooliſh talking, and unprofitabl: 


Diſcourſe. -I inftance only ir 
theſe things,” as a ſpecimen 0 
thoſe Dofrines, which are ac 
commodated to a very: 1ll pur 
poſe ; but if we would keep ou 
hearts tender, we muſt 'confide 
the Divine Law-as a Rule of thi 
higheit perfetion. - 
Sixthly; Cheriſh the moſt 271; 


fying and debaſing thoughts of yo 
ſelves, They that walk moſt by 


bly, will walk moſt cireumſped?! 
Lowline 


El 4 Td Dee Os 
010th 7 of ntind is a great p  ——_— 
7 of Tentternefs of peadh;: He 

at © hy already” wike in bis on 

&, is likty to"take the malt 

Renal care, that he may mor 

te hioeſelf move vile by (it; The 
firit of God feaks of N(ebn- 

þ tLars mind be ing harden- |, 
#'Cor b) pick. - Bad the 20, 4 
Jaknrift admonithes the wicked 
ls" of his" time; "ot to ifs. up vc... p 
4 'Boyiz on high, or ſpeak” with 

I neck, It is a Metaphor 

ci fbom thoſe antemed Crea- 

&, which will not froop, 'or 
Hit heads to receive 'the 

; {6 arrogatit and lofty Souls 

ad Hot be too ſtraithy kepe 

ler Divine ho poder oe As 

hey thought it their effennal 

by hk Reedom ſomes 

tes of doing their own pleaſure, 

q walking after their own inthe .. - 
ations. 
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T3z4 The Duty and Bleſſing 
- © The third" Commundment hat 
been expounded to extend to 
forbidding of nothing but Perjur 
which the vain Sweerer will 
glad to catch at. - Our Savio 
>  'Mat-12, Ptohibition of idle words, b/ 
35- © been reſtrain'd to malicions 
proaches .of Religion, and 
means to confirm it 5 whert 
ſome may hope the better to 
ſtifie (or at leaſt to excuſe) tt 
fooliſh talking, and unprofits 
Diſcourſe. -I inſtance only 
theſe things,” as a ſpecimen 
thoſe Dottrines, which are 
commodated to a very ill p 
poſe; but if we would keep ( | 


hearts tender, we muſt confi 
the Divine Law as a Rule of 
higheit perfeFion, - 

6. © | Sixthly; Cheriſh the moſt 
fying and debaſing thoughts 0 of F 
ſelres. They bor walk mo 
oy, "will walk moſt cirenmſped. 

7 Lowli 
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Lowlineſs of ntind is a great pro- 
moter of Tenterne/s ngrot bro. He 
that is -already” wie » bis own 
ezes,is likely to" take the' raolſt 
| 11 care, that he may not 
' make himſelf move vile by fit; The 


Spitit -of God fptaks of I('ebn- 
chlthnetzars mind being pn ; 


*Pakniift ado the wicked 


their hor: on high, or ſpeak with 
« ftiff neck, It is a Metaphor 
taken from thoſe antered Crea- 
tiriy, which will not fovp, 'or 
bow their heads to receive "the 
Joke 3; fo arrogant and lofty Souls 
would not be too ffraitly kepe 
under Divine Government,, as 
if they thought it their cfſemial 
ripht, "to take the Reedom ſomes 
times' of doing their own plea ſore, 
and” wilking after their own inte. 
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fools of his time, n0t to lift WP PL. 75 gy. 4 
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*Fhe Duty and Bleſſmg 


 Seventhly, Watch againſs. for- 


guality in Gods Service :, Goin 
an ina beates roed of Duties at- 


pr a lifeleſs manner, tends. to 
- make the heart like the way ſide. 


| . Solomon giving an accgunt -6 


ZECe 7+ $+ 


the Herlot's allauking the Joung 
man, tells us, : that-with an 2Pu- 


ent face ſhe_ ſaid unto. bim, 1 


have. peace-offerings with me, this 


day 1 have paid my vows." It 
Kent, that ſhe had an external 
form of Godlineſs, and _ kept rf 


a reputation, of Relighas by 
Temple-worſhip, and by omg fc lo, 


he grew thre zrore bold. and da 
Fl in her. wickedneſs , and 
ok.off all that remorſe which 
might otherwiſe have fezd an 
pv; #d upon, her. This is. ver) 
evident in the caſe of. the Jew 
during the Captivity ; for. aa 
gears togetber they hel 
* cot rle of - faſting and an 


m— — ww «a A - ow, As Kh<4 a . a_ ——— ML x. i 


'buth 


of a\ Tender Conſcience. 
but did z0t at all faſt nnto God, 
and the” 1fſne of 'it was, ' that 


they made their hearts as an ada- ver, 124 


mant-ſtone, "A ſuperficial dif- 
charge of Duties does abundance 
of harm in wearing "'\away- the 


ſenſe of ſin. 


Eighthly, Take'heed of lying 
under any guilt unrepemed of, or 
of relapſing into ſins whereof 
you have; forzerly repented. This 
tends ito /brawrn and ſear the 
Conſcience, and to- abate that 
quickneſs of perception which is 
our great advantage; It is _ 
remarkable, that Peters ſt 
ing and —_ himſelf among 
_ Servants and Officers inthe 
High-Prieſts Hall, after he had 
denied his Maſter one; 1s men- 
tioned twice by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
for if inſtead of doing ſo, he 
had' gore. out. immediately, and 
bewaild his Gin. (as he-did after- 
G 2 wards), 


+3% The Duty and Bleſſing 
wards), .he might bave eſcap'd 
the ſnare of his ſecond. and third 
., Dental... Delayesin ſach caſes 
are.alwayes rmaggs 3 this is 
clad and by why of] 
Heb. 3. Yun rp _ 7 ft po 
13. zt 3s called to ay, te you || 
be hardened, &c. LY cuſtom | 
brought: ſome. of the believing 
Gentiles toxlook upon Fornica- 
Hon as'a, thing indifferent, which | 
ads 15. makes. the i Apoſtolical\ Conncil at 
*%  Jowfalen: toprohibit-it-among 
therithings:of that kiyd..- And 
therefore, when Nehemuob had} 
1 23 __ w and: Rulers, | 
exatting of thetr.poorer Bre» 
thren, he-bids them to reſtore toſ. 
thoſe, whom they had fo oppreſt, | 
Neh. . dope war Houſes, 8c. even 
ou day. | Evaſions might have 
n fou d'out: to, ſrultrate his] - 


advice, tf it. were not-inſtantly} . 
conan Putting off Repent; | - 


ance, 


of & Tender Conſcience. 

ance, and frequent Back flidings 

corrapt: the me of the' I 
and lead. to my of 
God. 

Niathly; Let nothin tempt 
you to'.go againſt the dif ates of 
Conſcience, or to a&t with the 
leaſt relattancy and oxy up- 
on 'your' Own Spirits. --- As mn 
thoſe things, 'which we poſerives 
ly appretiend to' be ſixful , 10 
where” we' cannot Yatiiffe our 
ſelves that" they' are awful," it 
behoves' ts to "ſpend and for- 
bear, rill 'we' have deater: light 
and information. They who 
think arid teach; that*the doubts 
of private” perſons ate «to be #- 
wer-rubd by "the injulithions of 
Superiovts, lay dowff Very dif- 
ferent 'meaſares from the Apoſtle 3 


Let every man be fully per crdled Rom. 14. 


i his" own mind. And" "again, +" 


What ſorver # not "_ ed "3s bh. ver. 23. 


Can 


. real 

T4 . T 
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The Duty: and-Blefſing 


Can we pow ſuppoſe, that the 
Spirit of God order'd.,us:to ac- 
quieſce 1n, | wbat another. com- 
mands, for no other reaſon, but 
becauſe he command? it, and 'to 
believe the lawfulneſs of an Hu- 
mane/ Preſcription, when weſ 
cannot .. perſonally . diſcern it 2 
Does not the good-and\.evil of 
our ations remain wrditerable , 
and yet. muſt the meer- exerciſe 
of power-turn- the ſcale and be 
enough-to reſolve' our; $crupler, 
_ or ſcatter:our Obje@ions, 2. Can 
that alane ſettle” our;;perplexed 
minds, when it- is .c>nfeſt; thac 
the nature of- the thivgs. com- 
mandeg, -js-not -changed-e; Cer- 
'tainly.:the,aaminiftring and tak- 
jog down. of, ſuch Opiates as 
theſe, is. very difſerviceable to 


| | BIVE Tha 
Tek y, Fortifie your ſelves 
, agaiaſt cara! fear, and gn. effc- 
minate 


of a Tender Conſcience, 
minate ſenſe of outward danger. 


Fix it npon your Souls, that'as 
Sonldiers' of Chriſt, you Care © 


bound” to endure hardveſs.. Lev 371m 


not a proſpe& of the grebtelk © 


ſufferings terrifie you into the 
= complyances. Indeed they 


can ſup pporr a Profeſſion 
with -ottward proſperity , are : 


commonly accounted-the wiſe-4zs i Cor. | 
ChriſÞ bur at theiend they will  *: 


appear' to be miltaken fools ; 
for. the {malleſt wownd i the $93: 
rit, is'-worſe-than the ſharpeſt 
thorwinthe E leſb,'\:amd is gene- 
rally; acknowledg'd- fo to be; 
when the tice of healing is paſt; 
Remember, 'that:your buſineſs/is 
to commend your. ſelves to God, 
our Father mn: Heaven, though 
our . eHothers | Children upon 
rth be angry with you, and 
thoug b Bretres hate, \and caſt 
pate for .his Names ſake. -'Tt 
GS: 1s 


bk » Taotonit oog rs 
won: hath (coafregd, ; 4hat 


part ba/d\ty: Gutingc B JC 
IT. yr rr Live, 95 _ 
I 

one —__ vw ; 
ſhes 1d, ; Abieiiouyoin ſoak knows 
on 1 that] amhe,, which : the 
thims aud baests,|. — 

oa this ſeriodlſly, So 

i qu. cate.ma bro, 506 

\3\ x 
_—_— adxantage of 


earn mw de, 
in 10rh ahonrediGerery 
Re acion) Mhetrili ara 7 it; 


He:is withhold from: 4 


9s , 1 
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of [a Tender Ganſtieute; wy 
#he word of (Zod; and: adulterate 2 Cor. 
Sacred Fruths in (his. Miniſtry, - a 
aur did, ' becauſe he. 
bg \&\ in the fight; of oy 
perbaps this -may be. ove 
_— Why: @lorified: Saints. in 
Heavelt og#, \ ine mare becauſe 
oy art influenedifo-yfforonſly 
cfietually 'by the: fÞril and 
iwediate, arid confluent Vigaw-of 
God:s tharemovat of; tempting 
Gfe@s 1 bet COES _ 
ehje® ani theans.. \y 901 Of | 
 :Acthelaſt place; « $0 pi I 2, 
God Tavered alds fr -f WM 2:12 « 
agaiift cevery: thotio on of, O21 
1d 4//apltrof temphation,"! ® Jelth 
zen: i6f1mpated: before,” that: be 
who maker the heare folk at frp, 
muſt &p-2.vik (0 oftermearids3 ani 
therttate thus work,of (@raft can« 
fiat -be\ \ftrent#hen'd,, on 
More: wi dew dan 
by 
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by diligent ' application” 'of our 


ſelves to the Throne" of Grace. 
Fhe way to be ſecurd from ſi#- 
ful falls, is to be mmeb upon our 
Knees, 'The more we' ronverſe 
with God inthis Duty;' the great- 
er ſuccour 'may we expe from 
kim. The diſuſe 'of '' this will 
weakeftt and endanger us more 
than any thing beſides; it 'will 
facken ' thoſe reſtraint; wnder 
which our Spirits _ be 
held, and render us tnore- apt to 
liſten to the charms of our own 
Luſt; and to the propoſals of Sa- 


\ Chrca, fans! "ſs "eonqUere)-aq "fig: 


1678, 


boſt,\ by "ſteking to God* z but 
was batfled* by leſs forcez\\ when 
he truſted too much to'Humane 
aſſiſtance. $0o'tis frequently ſeen, 
that ſſcipbrert temptations prevail 
againſt us, when we 'think to 
encounter them by our” ſelves, 'af- 
ter we have been vi us 0- 
ver 


ver (tro 


of a Tender Conſcience. 
r Corruptions by cel/- 
ing upon God for help. 
fore we would give 0. PIR , 
the Devil, nor his Works, * 
neceſſary, that we ſhould give 
our ſelves t0 Prayer. © 


Toconclude all, Let me be- 
{cech . every. one that Readeth, 
not to receive this word in vain, 
b ferring with Fleſh and 
lord It _y World do tell 
you, that the governing of your 
ſelves' by ſach ice Rules and 
Methods, will be vexetiozs and 
troubleſome, - you may /be; afſured 
of the contrary, from'the faith- 


ful Word of God, andthe Seals 


which bave been 'k to it by ma- 
ny thouſands, To thatend, con- 
ſider theſe two . things well, , as 


145 
If there- - 


an Antidote againſt the. Vewogre, . 


which others would infuſe. 
"+ 34 


Firſt, 


16 The Dry and Bleſſing” } 

1.) - Firſt, 'Thar' rhe. moſt! friZly 

(19 Conſciencious"raay belt expett to | 
have-the"Jwerteſt cal im theie 

own minds.” *A' Conſcience-moſt 

void of 'offdace,”/ is thereby 'enti- 

tuled and qualified 40'be moſt 

free from terrour, The ſorrows 

of Saints ate therefore ir the fit- 

John 16. oft ime Al wayes turned thro joys 5 

*% acdthe fireſy and "moſt darable 

bomforts ure" never £00 huſtil 

bbtained//1Je is beyond all-con- 

ttoverſie;''that 0 ' pd40%' for a 

while, is better than a falſe peace 

iwithour interruption r- Acme 

peeve eons - than ors 

| 7 emeazes 5 tor proſent 

(Orref will 'make way for 'euprs | ; 

Bib. of Taſting Tranquility. Ai Eminent 

Sarum's -Mev/on hath! lately giveti teſti- 

" #77 ofy to tis Trath 3 Sometimes 

the Lacy (yes heY's great Terderneſs ' of 

Brook.” Mindy joyhed with 4 doty: Senſe 

P19 of | Duty, will. raigg ſad refleions 


in 


= 


i # a Tender - Confiend? 147! 
7 In thoſe, who have the Jufteſt canſe 
of rejoycing 'alwayes in\God ; but 
| Lon eloudy” thoughts, though 7 
may diſquiet them a litale, yet have 

a Sed effec upon then, Ke. 

Secondly, They:who are u- (2) 
affeded with a fenſe of guilt, 
when it'is' freſh upon them, will 
be lafbt for it afterwards to their 
greater torment, Many fins which 
we. eaſily paſs over in the heat of 
Temptation , are al offence of; 5am, 
heart tous in our cooler Thoughts. 25: 3t- 
Darixs, againſt the: convictions 
of 'his. own mind, was perſwa- 
ded by his: Conrtiers to throw 
Daniel into the den of Lyons, bur =— 6. 
he could neither cat nor ſleep, Xs 
eill he fercht him out. The longer 

'tis before we recover our feel- 
ing, the worſe ſhall we be ſtung 

at laſt. When ſome of the Chri- 

ians were ſurpriz'd by one of 
Falians Artifices to caſt Fran- 


kincen - 


mn a: 2 LC X, 
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kincenſe upon bis Altars , and 
came to review what they had 
done, and underſtood:, that 
their Enemies conſtrued it to be |.” 
a Renunciation of C briſt, | they | 
expreſt the utmoſt rage againſt | 

themſelves, (as well as juſt re-ſ+ 
ſentment of the Emperors cheat } | 
and even deſired to be commit- || | 
_ ed to the flames, Toſhut upthe 
whole, let this dwell upon our 
minds, that That Worm which 
.. can xever dye, will at ſome time 
or other, make all wen wiſh, 
. that they had been more Tender, 
by way of prevention, 


Books lately Printed for: Joha 
_ Salusbury, at the Riſing 
Sun near the Royal Ex- 
change-in Cornhil. 


: IX Sermons on ſeveral Oc- 
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The Mirrour of Divine Love 
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uote] * Tak! Rel -othe 
Pocdas, :being Miſedllanies and 
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